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CAN A LADY LOVE A DIESEL ?

Chapter 1, Why Should A Lady Even Consider A Loving Relationship
' With Any Car, Never Mind A Diesel ?

It is generally assumed, by women as well as men, that only men have, or
can have, a close relationship with automobiles..,... that women actively dis-
truet cars, along with most other mechanical devices, and derive little if
any pleasure from owning or driving them.

What utter nonsense!

Of course it was not so long ago that it was géneraily held that women
derived little if any pieasure from sex,... or were supposed to, Indeed, the
world is awash-with assumptions that are "generally" accepted as Gospel but
which quickly fade away like an old brown proof print in the sun if subjected
to examination by the light of even a 50 candle power wit.

Women can't appreciate automobiles! This is shallow, thoughtless, sneering
comment that is long overdue for debunking. As is the equally snide phrase,
"America's love affair with the automobile". A cliche that is so often used
disparagingly by writers of newsprint trivia and in superficial TV editorial
efforts to denigrate American culture or to berate the motor car as the primary
cause of much of our present day ecomomic, social and environmental problems,

We Americans, men and women, are no more {but norless) enamored of our _

. automobiles than are the citizens of England, Possibly less so than the French;
Italians and Germans who have all kept reasonable high speeds legal on their
super highways so they can make efficient use of them as well as to enjoy
driving there...; instead of dwadling along at 55 as we aie supposed to do, .
getting nowhere and being bored gtiff, *

Indeed, all peoples seem to be equally intrigued and delighted by the much

* See page for an analysis of the 55 miles per hour National Speed Limit in
the United States,



maligned motor car - even such economically and culturally disparate citizens
of this world as an oil-rich Arab in his Cadillac, Mercedes or Rolls-doyce
and a luxury=-starved Russian factory worker on a three year waiting list for
a frumpy Soviet-made FIAT that will be outmoded before it ever leaves the
assembly line, A Harvard professor in the latest turbo Dieéel Volvo is
brother-behind~the-wheel to an impoverished carpenter in Lima, Peru clattering
along cheerfully in the barely mobile remains of a rusted—out 1932 Chevrolet.
We Americans do indeed have a great affection for the automebile, Call

it a "love affair" if you will, but it is a passion shared by the entire world,

Unquestionably, before the advent of the motor car Americans, along with
the rést of the world, were equally enamored of other méhs of transportation.
No doubt there were those who then commented scathingly.upon our "Love Affair
With The Hbrse".;.. the Bicycle, or Trains, Mississippi River Boats or even
the Erie Canal, What about the Studebaker-built Praiare Schooners that took
our great,great grand parents to the far west and California ? Surely we had
a "love affair” with those vehiclea too,

This is a very large nation and traveling about in its iﬁcredibly varied
States is both necessary and entertaining. Of course we "love" the automobile
for it is far and away the best way yet devised for getting around in our
country - from Sea to Shining Sea oﬁ vacation, to Grandma's house fdf Christmas”™
or just daily jaunts from home to market, schoolror work,

Man, equally meaning wﬁman, has come to highly value and enjoy mobility,
Not just the mass mobility first made possible by traina and steamships, then
street cars, busses and now airplanes, but trug individﬁél mobility. The .
marvelous freedom and capability of going almosf anywhere, any time! Right now!
Regardlesa of train, bus or airline schedules or available space, Get into your

car, turn a key and GO! Right NOW! What further makes going by car so appealing



is that it enables us to.travel either alone or in company of our own
choosiﬁg. Which sure beats mil]ing about in crowded terminals,.standing in
check-in lines moving at glacial speed and finally being.jammed'into far too
crampedAseats literally shoulder-to-éhoulder:wiﬁh total strangeré - many of
.them with bored and ill-behaved children,

Tlying on commercial airlines:at 35,000 feet may be a way to get to
somewhere else in a'hurry but it doesn't enable us or a visitor to America
to see Virginia's apple orchards in snowy bloom, to r011 down a window and
and savor the.smell of new-mown hay in Neﬁraska; to see antelope and sage
grouse in Wyoming or the cliff dwellings at Mesa Vérde. To really
see, énjby'or_truly visit this or any other country we have to travel over
its roads, not over its clouds.

We must 5e able to pause or stop at thé-sﬁur of the momeﬁt... where we
want to, not Just where there is a jet alrport weth a 10,000 foot runway,
.Tven the Swiss Alps are best appreciated from a car winding leisurely up one
of thos magnificient passes while hearing the tinkle of the cowbells Heidi
loved coming ffom flower~starred mountain meadows. fhere are equally good
reasons to tfavel by car at our own pace and whim along the byways as well
a3 highways of Spain, Ehgland, France.., anywhere in Furope. Or Australia,
Canada, Mexico, Wherever, |

5o we chnildren. of the QOthrcentury rightly put a high value on our freedom
of travel and on our privacy even while traveling. , Rather fhan live in a.
beehive-like apartment building with two hundred other fmilies, most of us
prefer a house of our.own, The motor car extends this needed privacy into
the outside world, even when we share the streds and highways with many others.
Especially iﬁ the U,S5., who wouldn't rather drive to work in one's own vehicle

with perhaps an agreeable neighbor, than to stand in a crowded, hot, graffiti-
defaced subway train, hanging grimly onto a strap to remain on one's feet as
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the filthy cars clank and thunder deafeningly under the city.

GCod bleas ﬁikolaus Otto, Gottlied baimler, Karl Benz, Andre Citroen,
Ettore Bugatti, Henry Fo;d, Sir Henry Royce and Fred Duesenberg.'And, of '_
course, Rudolf Diesel! |

Much as some weomen of past cenfuries.may have benefitfed from using a
horse as a means of personal transport, it was far from an ideal solution
to their need to get from‘place to place; even when they were ﬁermitted to
travel by their family or husﬁand. The horse, then as now, was undeniably
smelly, uninhibited in the exercise .of its bodiiy functions, needed feeding,
grooming and was sometimes put out of action if only a stone brqisgd a hoof,
All too often it was danéerously ill-tempered or easily frightened. Ch, yes,
it also attracted flies like the dung it so liberally deposited along the way.

No wonder so many women the world over welcomed with such enthusiasm
the intfoduétion of the "safety" bicycle with quumatic tires about 1890,

It needed little care and no feeding; never paaséd wind in your facé, never
tried to bite or kick its rider or became frightened by a train whistle, a
barking dog or a piece of paper blown across the road, And it néver attracted
fliesf |

Even though some of those turn-of-the-century Ladies considered wheels
to be a girl's best friend they were, nevertheless, only fair weather friends.
It didn't even require snow, high winds or a torrential downﬁouf to render a
bicycle moré liability than asset., An April shower, alread&’paat, often left
the two-wheeler prone to sliding out from under its rider or, at the very least,
subjecting her to.splattering from its own or other passing wheels and hoofs,

Even in her primitive open motor car that grrived soon after the bicycle
became popular, a woman was far better protected from read dirt, the elements
and other traffid. Soon she was to be free to come and go at will without the

" rather dirty and time consuming business of saddling or harnessing a horse....



5e

or having the expense of servants to do it for her. Even if a bicycle was
better than walking, it was not exactly a dignified way to travél and a woman
was likely to arrive at hef destination somewhat dishevelled and in a rafher
unladylike sweat., Indeed, it waslgrobably a motor car of her own almost as
much as "the vote" or even contraception tﬁat finally liberated women at last
from a life of semi-permanent house arrest,

So why shouldn't a woman consider a "Loving Relationship" with a car,
Her car, 7Tt is as loyal as a dog, no less affectionate than a cat, stronger
than a horse and almost certainly as faithful as any husband or lover, It is
willing and ready to také you to market, the movies, to work, 11brary'or
hairdrésser at any time, rain; shine or anow, without protest or grumbling
;nd, what's more, to cheerfully Qait there at curb or in parking lot until
you aré ready to return, | .

Let me further expound upon upon your car's companionable virtues. You
can gaily chat with it on the way to work or té‘lunch_with friends, In it you
. can let your emotional hair down on your way home from an entert&ining (or
_otherwise) evgning out, Unburden your soul tegrfully or in fury without
the slightest worry that anything said will ever be repeated'to your subsequent
distress, Your car understands and abides by your every mood; by your touch
on a switch it will aing your favorite love song, pléy an eﬁnobling‘symphony
or read one of the classics to you while stuck in a fraffio Jam., It will, in
a sense, enable you to cruise the Cosmos with Carl Sagan as you cfuiae down
Interstate 81, the M4, the Strada Del Sol, or thehAutobahn. Whafever. wherever,

Or, perhaps even better, whisk you 50 miles or 1500 in cloister-like
isolation and ﬁnderatanding silence to let you think out all those things
that can only be thought out in solitude, A sort of mobile nunnery... but

only for a period of your own choosing.



Your motor car wiil not, of course, cook your dinner or warm your bed,

Don't expect too much in thig life; few husbands will do the former and not

-~ 811 succeed in the latter.... to judge by the reports of cold marriagé ﬁeds.

But beyond living companionably with your car there is the act‘of driving
it to consider., The rewarding daily experience that makes a Loving Relationsﬁip
possible and worth while, Far.too much drivel has been written and said about
the macho aspect of driving. That only men can really understand the true
esgence of an automobile ~ its mechanism, power, speed and response to the
drivers every wish, That few women can appreciate the motor car for itself,
That women‘only look upen a car as a comfortable and convenient means of trans—
portation. That women are virtually bored.té death by cars and driving;

Nonsense and more nonsense! If some women are bored by carg or driving it
isn't necessarily because they are womenj it may be that they have beeq taught
that cars and driving are really for men and that it isn't womanly to have an.‘

- interest in such an established male activity, Perhaps they wefe-alﬁays‘atuck
with too big or rather boring cafs. Possibiy they were afraid when at the whee1
and never learned to drive well enough to take pleasure in what they vere doing.

Consider once again the Lady Rider, Tq one not at ease with horses they
are even more frightening than are motor cars to a novice driver. But-English
and New England fox hunting clubﬁ‘qf today, as a céntury ago, abound with women,
young and not so young, who really kn&w_and appreciate horses, enjoy riding énd
can take their mounts:ofer five barred gates énd tricky water Jumps as well As
any men in the hunt, Aﬁd enjoy doing so for the sﬁme reasons men do. So it is
with cars and driving. Or it can be,

Buf right from its beginnings motoring was held to be an exclusively male
province ,... according to male opinion, Some doctors flatly claimed that

women were both emotionally and physically quite unsuited to the éomplex and
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demanding task of controlling such a complicated and'dahgsrous mechanism as
an automobile! _. | ‘

Granted that few ladies knew a8 much -about the méchanical aspects and
foibles of a 1904 motor car as did sdme men, Yet most men of that day drovg
their cars with very little real knowledge or understanding of the machinery
they had acquired, Of course such technical expertise, then as now, had littlé
to do with the effective control of a motor car or the pleasure to be derived
from driving one, We gently eased th§ c¢lutch pédal out to get under way
without a jerk, pressed upon the throttle or gaa.pedal to obtain the power
needed to accelerate and cruise along at the desired speed and we trod upon
the brake pedal lightly.or heavily depending upon how'rapidly one wanted to
slow, Then as now, knowledge of what the clutch mechanism actually looks 1ike;t
- how an engine produces the needed power, exact%g how +the brakes work and even
¥hy the front wheels react to the movement of the steering wheel has little or
nothing to do with the way a vehicle responds to a driver, Just so can a man
or woman become a superb performer at skeet or trap shooting without knowledge
of or interest in ballistics or the mechanism of the shotgun., What enables a
shooter to consistently break those challenging, fast flying clay targets is
not mechanical ability, ballistic knowfhow or physical strefgth but the com-
bination of timing and eye-muscle coordination. |

Very much the same qualities that a driver brings to bear upon the task of
guiding an automobile smoothly and safely, yet rapidly, through the curves and
bends of a mountain road, Or.in city traffic, Khowledgé of how an automobile
functions certainly doesn' % hurt... but it isn't vital e1ther. One does not
have to be a violin maker before learning to play the instrument or to enjoy

the music it produces.
Nor is there anything of necessity that is "macho" 1nv61ved in the handling



or the enjoyment of a motor car from a walking pace on a country lane right
up to the limit of tire adhesion in a 70 mph curve. It is an activity that
can be equally rewarding to a 220 ﬁaund NFL running back or a 105 pound
ballarina, Indeéd, the smooth, almost fluid movement of a car at speed, sweep-
ing through a seriee of bends, is far more like the ballet than trying to carry
a football through the Steeler;s line by brute force!

In fact, the very essence of driving a motor car with genuine skill is to
be smooth., Stirling Moss, one of the béaf—eve: sports car and grand prix
race drivers, makes this very point. Saying that the heavy footed, ham handed
driver sawing away at the wheel ﬁill never be as.faat through a given curve
or cormer as the "gentle" driver with a sensitive feeling for both road and
carg almost floating his vehicle through the corners with the minimum movement
of the steering wheel ..., and an easy foot on the throttle 80 as not to
provoke more power sliding than is needed, Thhs the techhique for getting
‘the absolute best from a car at speed is far more feminiﬁe-grace than macho-
biaun! |

If feminine charabteriatica are éo well suited to getting good road per-
formance from a car, then so are other feminine sensitivities equally well
Suited and attuned to appreciate other qualitiea of a motor car... how it
accelerates with a rush akin to atarting down an exciting ski slope, how it
sweeps through an S~curve with the grace of good dancers in an old fashioned
waltz, how the sounds of the myriad engihe.parté'bombine at high revs to
create a muted-symphon} of mechanical perfection and power, how the temious
grip of tires on a slippery road can be felt and interpeted by sensitive fingers
on a steering wheel, Yet for all this elegance of movement and delicate '

balance in the guidance of a car; there is also a truly sensual gratification
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in the controlling of sheer brute force in the range of 50 to 300 horsepower
merely with the light touch of toes on the accelerator that is even more re-
varding than the response from digging one's heels into the flanis of a horse.
If a atrong man gets a thrill from unleashing the surging power of a motor car
then surely a relatively frail woman should find the control of this power

even more rewarding.
Chapter 2.
ON BUYING A NEW CAR,

Yet fhe essence of an automobile is something more than its power or the
' equally

controlnand utilization of it, There are other/important, though statie,
.aspecta the appreciation of which may well be more fully realized by a woman
because of her basically superior appreciation of the muances of color, form
and materials, Kot all women may biing these admirable feminine abilities to
bear upon the selection of & new car - but they should, Just as they would
vhen considering the purchase of a piece of furniture, a ceramic bowl or é
winter outfit, | _

Deciding upon a new car should be done with ‘}1 the sericus consideration
one would bring to the choosing of a new house or apariment., Not onlj is your
car a place in which you will also spend a goodiy part of your_@aily life, but
here you have almost as much opportunity to express your owﬁrspecial feminine
individuality and taste. Even though you can't hang curtains in the windows.

Just as some of us have our housing needs met by an attractive ohe-room
apartment, so. too can many of us, men as well as women, have our.automotivo
requirements fully served by a sprightly two-eeatar/gg:;ater or coupe, Even
a)motha: of two doesn't always have to-settle.for & lumbering 7 passenger
gtation vagon as her own c#r: a dashing 242 hatchback might not only.enable
her to carry out her duties as family transport officer but make it all much

more fun,... as it should be. And save fuel besides, However, in deternining

uhafever size her car should be, a woman is only making a start on the host of
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entertaining choices and decisions involved,

_Having dealt with the carrying capacity of hér car - 2-seater, 4 or 5 or
6 or even 9 passenger - there is then the matter of body configurationg 2 or
4 door sedan (perhaps with hatchback), a coupe of some tjpe, a station wagon
or possibly a van (the new Mini-vans are a managable size), Perhaps a con- i
vertible! Surprisingly these are coming back into favor with the motoring
public.despite the disapproval of Ralph Nader and thoae vwho frown upon the
very idea of a car being designed, even partially, for"fun" as well as a means
of tranaportation. il

Regardless of what the car haters may wish to believe, cars are fun..éll
cars, though in varying degregs. Do not overlook or disregard this aspect
when making your'choice... any more than whan.pickiﬁg a husband. Besides having
an adequate fun quotient, your car should have style. Or character, just like
a prospective husband or lover,

Blandness may be a fine recommendation for tn ulcer diet but it will surely
lead to terminal ennui in either a motor car or life-mate, As you approach
your car each morning, key in hand, it should be with an anticipatory glow at
the thought of the delightful minutes or hours the two of you will now share,
unwinding those miles of highways or even city streets that lie between you
and your destination. Half the fun of going to whéreyer it is that we are
going shoul&-gg in the going, Just as we should enjoy the daily unwinding of
rthe hours and years of our lives on our way to whgrever it ia that we are all
headed,

And just as those of us who greet each day with pleasurable anticipation
will get more joy and'laugﬁter frém that day (and more than'likelj live longer

because of it), so too will those of us who drive our cars with genuine pleasure

and near-total involvement in the act of driving, have a far better chance of
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surviving the many deadly dangers that lurk in wait, like dragons of old,
along every mile of every highway ready to strike unwary travelers - those
unsuspecting motorists too uninterested in their cars and the road to ever

be aware of unseen dragons or accidents only a split-second avay,.. yet easily
avoidable if sensed before they fully materialize,

Forgive me if this seems a long way round to say that those of us who .
enjoy motor cars and the driving of them can better survive out there on the
real asphalt jungle gimply because we are more attuned to the reality of the
highway than are those people who are bored b&-it all and have their minds
somewhere else. Driv?rs like that all too often became dead before tﬁey.were
ever aware of the developing accident that killed them. An accident they
almost certainly might have avoided had they been more involved with drivigg'
than with rehashing the morning*s family squabble, planning a business coup
or were just simply wool gathering and bored..‘. to death.

It is worth saying once again - if your car is 252 to drive, and you
thoroughly enjoy beihg at the wheel of it, you are far less likely to have
accidents., The "fun quotient" of a motor car may, therefore, Just be the
éreatest safety feature of all in automotive design.If you do your part by
putting or keeping the directly related "fun factor" in your driving of that
car the two of you may survive the many perils of the highways of your 1life.

Fnd of lecture on "The Philosophy Of Driving". |

Despite a number of somewhat unattractive cars still in production today,
not only do our Detroit auto makers maintain large and costly "styling"
departments in their efforts to catch your eye and beguile your fancy, but
there are also the acknowledgéd gehiuses (Italian) of automotive design -
the establishments of Bertone, Pininfarina, Guigiaro, Vignale and Ghia that

not only design but actually build bodies for Ferrari, Maserati Alfa Romeo,
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Lamborghini, Lancia and FIAT. These artists in metal also do design and styling
work for other European, Japénese and American aﬁtp makers who then build those
bodies in_#heir own factories - Peugeot, Ford, Volkswagen, Isuzu, and Rolls-
Royce for example - some of whom_do not always giée credit whére credit is
due, Ford actually oﬁns Ghia but rarelytakes full advantage of the talents
of this group of artists and engineers, Michelotti, Zagato and Touring are
and builders

body designers/noted for their lightweight sports car coachwork, _

In any event, there is almost as much variety in automotive styling as
in clbthing. Even.the in-house designs of Jagu;r, BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Aston
Martin, Rolls-Royce, Mazda, Datsun, Pbrséhe are often of gfeat interest, In
recent years the General Motors styling people (having evolved beyond-tﬁe fin
stage of the 1950s) have been surprisingly oreative and many of their deaigns
far and away the best and most tasteful of all large cars done anywhere., Their
Seville is certainly a great credit to Cadillac fmd General Motors,even though
the sharp-edged lines and the trunk are derived éroﬁ the elegant custom bodies
produced in England for Rollé-Royce and Daimler hy such coachbuilders as
Mulliner and Hooper in the 1930s. A period of automotive grandeur that could
serve as the inspiration for other types of bodies for present day manufactureps.

S0 do you like the efficient aerodynamic look of many of the new Ford
products and the latest Audi 5000,0r do you prefer the crisper lines of the
Volvo 760, the latest GM cars, Datsun's Maxima and Toyota"s Camry? As yet the
Japanese have produced no true National styling inmovations of their ownlbut,
nevertheless, have several iasteful and attractive variations.of good BEuropean
and American designs. Without being new or spectacular, Honda got it right

BOome years ggo with their Accord, both in coupe and in 4-door form, and these

carg still please the eye. Their latest newer models are almost equally successful.
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Whether Italian, Japanesé, German, American, British, French, Scandinavian,....
therelis surely a style to'please any eye and even purse,

Having decided upon the shape and look of the car you think you might want
to live‘with. what about color? There seem éo be m&re hues in the car catalogs
than any rainbow has seen, 8o surely there is one somewhere to delight every eye,
However, do consider this, déar Ladies, a car that is easy for other drivers
to see is unquestionably less likely to be involved in an accident; day or night,
Train or shine, It is a fact that at dawn and dusk, or on a grey day, on a gréy
road, under a grey sky, and in the rain, all cars of whatever color (even red)
tend to appear grey at no great distance and then merge iﬁto the road and land-
Scape, In most two-car accidents someone gets out of a car saying,"Jeese, Officer,
I never saw her (or him)". In reality it is just as important to make certain

that we are visible to othemas it is to see other road users ourselves,

Beyond any doubt or question, vhite is the mght quickly and easily seen. and
therefore the safest color for a car, Portunately, almost all cars, large or |
small, big sedans or little sports cars, look véfy handsome in white. Yellow
is equally "seeable" under difficult conditiqns. Black is great in snow bdbut not
80 v;sible at other times and certainly not at night, White may not be ideal in
snow ‘but it is safer at night and best overall by a wide margin,

My own personal‘fealiﬁg is that all cars appear to their best advantage in
whife, red 6r black. Though I must admit that some are exceptionally attractive.
in silver and certainly a Mercedes in their specialhtobacco brown is stunning.
However, if you simply cahnot abide vhite or yellow, if you must Have some shade
of maroon; grey, blue, tan, green, brown you can effectively enhance your visibility
oﬁ street or highway, in all conditions of 11ght and weather, by always having
your headlights turned on (but on low beam) as do Greyhound and other busses,

That company discavered some 40 years ago that evén these huge vehicles were



4,

involved in appréciably fewer gccidents when they did so, Indeed, white or
yellow cars should also be driveﬁ én low beams in daylight in the interest of
surviving out there. Most certainly so on rural two or three lané foads.-

Ah, but color inside your car is another matter, Here you can give free
rein to your peradnal taste and special likes, 'Foitunatel}, the selection
offered by the manufacturers (especially the Americans) is remarkably wide.
Happily, seats and trim of almost any color look right in a whiie car - red,
tan, brown, blue,... even white or black!

Now, if the makers of the car you fancy for a Loving Relationsh;p don't
offer the interior in the col&r or material you really want, just remember
that for no more than the cost of recovering a sofa and a couple of chairs
you can do the same with the seats and trim of your cﬁr in interesting high
quality fabric, vinyl or leather. As you will live with and in that car for
some time and ﬁay somewhere between seven and fog¥y thousand dollars for it,
it should genuinely please and pleasure you; not oniy when you are at the wheel
and bowling merrily down the open rﬁad but even when in town waiting for_a red
light to change or seeing it through your living room window as it stands
patiently awaiting you at the curb. To get your $15,000 investment just
right it might very well be worth an additional $1000 or $1500 to do so. You
would spend that much for just the right drapes or carpets for your living rooms
vhy consider doing less with your car if it needs it to truly become your car.

| I did say that color inside your car should be ;hatever you like because
1t has no bearing upon your safety, However, there is one area ﬁhich is an
exception = the top of the dash 6r facia, Becaﬁse this is reflected in the
vindshield it should always be black., When the éun shines in on this are#
when it is finished in red, blue,green, whatever, the world you will be seeing

through your windshield will be seen through a haze of that color. Not only is
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this esthetically unpleasing, it results in eye strain and it impairs your
vision of where an accident may be developing., Most really well designed,
driver oriented, cars come with this area finished in matt black or dark brown
regardless of the color of the rest of the interior.-This looks quite right be-
cauge the dash 6r facia is functionally a separate entity from the rest of the
interior inasmuch as it is really an extension of the engiﬁe room which it mon~
itors, Detroit had (and still has) a regrettable.tendency to make this area
look more like part of a boudior than whaze:%}{s. The Eurbpeans and Japanese
generglly use instruments and controls with taste -and respect to give the facia
a beauty derived from and appropriate to its function. And its color should be
black or at least non-reflective. So if thg top of the dash in the car you want
to buy has it done in something brighter that reflects in the windshield, you
might want to insist that the dealer carefully spray it flat ﬁlack to make it the
way it should have been done in fhe first place, If he demurs, have him move.the
car outside so the sun shines through the windshi;hd and ask him if he would pay

$7,000 (or $20,000) for the dubious pleasure of driving around in a red haze,

Should You Buy a Diegel ?

" Now don't rush things., We're not yet ready to discuss engines, There are

gtill many other factors that also affect your choice of the car you may come

to love and which can enhance your pleasure in being with it. What about the
transmission or gearbox of'your new car? Should it be a stick shift or aﬁ'auto-
matic? Of course a manual or stick shift does give you a 1iit1e better fuel
economy (gas or Diesel) on the highway, especially i} it is a S—Epeed or overdfive
unit, Acceleration is also slightly enhanced. But unless you really ggjgz ~shift-
ing gears and using a clutch, even in traffic, go automatic, The latest.automatics
have (or should have) an overdrive top gear and torque conﬁerter lock-up and so

now give very nearly the same good mileage as do stick shifts,,.. often within



16,

1 mile per gal]oh.

Driving should never be an aggravation, and an automatic transmission certainly
takes a lot of'fhe."irk“ out of irksome stop-and-go traffic. Surprisingly, there
is till a maclomystique clinging to the stick shift... but it's phony. Anyone-
with enough wit to come in out of the rain and sufficient manual desterity to
pperate a can opener or a lawn mbwer cm quickly learn to shift a modern transmission
having synchromesh on all the gears. In fhe days before about 1930 making smooth
and crunchless shifts did take some skill and one needed to be reasonably adept
at the art of "double clutching" iﬁ order to execute a downshift from top to
second without producing embarrassing noises or missing the shift entirely. That
racing driver par excelleﬁce, Stirling Moss, has said that while a manual gearbox
is needed in a racing car to obtain the absolute maximum performance, any road car
he drives for pleasure must haﬁe an automatic. T don't live and drive in Lbndon
but I quite agree. b

You may not realize it, Ladies, but with all automatic transmissions you
actually do have a choice of how the gears are shifted and when., You can shift
them manually if and wheh you want to - overriding the completely ﬁrogramed
operating cycle of "D" or "Drive". But moét of today'é'aﬁtomatics are 80 cléferly
coordinated with an engine's performance characteristics and the weight of a car
that we can only improve slightly upon the acceleration obtained aﬁtomatically
in "Drive" when we hold each gear a little longer by shifting manualiy. It is
hardly worth this effort to knock a mere half aecon; off the 0 to 60 time.

However, there are other very good and more valid reaszons for shifting an
automatic gearbox in certain circumstances., For example: if approaching a sharp
climbing turn at the'foqt of a hill with tﬁe gear gelector in "Irive', tﬁe trans~
mission will antomatically be in top gear as you lift off the throttle coming

into the curve = even though you want to be in "Second" a,moment later for better
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cantrol of the car going through the curve and for more power coming out of it
and on up the hill. So pull the selector back into a lower gear just before enter-
ing the turn and leave it there as long as you need this extra power,

Coming down a mountain gradekin "D", and using no throttle, the gearbox will
naturally be in top gear, which provides little éngine-braking and leaves the car
feeling rather unstable through any curves, Shift the'gearbox into a iower gear
and it remains there,even when you 1ift off the thfottle, providing better engine-
braking and balance in negotiating the curves, This is the professional way of
dealing with this situation., Don't go dqwn twisty mountain grades in top gear
and on your over~heated brekes, |

If you are following a slower car or truck, awaiting an opportunity to safely
pass on a two or three lane road, "Irive" ﬁill yet again have you in top gear or
overdrive which will not provide the power you wanﬁ and need to accelerate and‘
execute this move quickly, 1If you leave. the transmission in "DV you can, of course,
floor the throttie to get 1t to "kick~down" automatically into the next lower gear
as you pull out to pass, But this usually take a second or twe and ve?y'ofteh
even such a small delay may be dangerous, Furthermore, if you should for some

reason find it necessary to lift off the throttle a bit (even . for a second) as

you pull out, the gearbox will ihStantly go back into top gear leaving you without

full performance just when you urgently want it again., We should never remain on
the "wrong" side of a 2-lane highway for longer thangnecqssary, even when passi ng
an ordinary car; when passing a long truck or bus the situation is egpecially
fraught with potential danger, So manually shift your automatic into its "pasging"
gear while you are still following a slow vehicle in_front of you and watching for
the oppcrtunity to get by. Then you have the needed power and gearing for quick

acceleration instantly available - enabling you to pass quickly and get back to
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your‘side of the road. before another car appears fromrthe other direction or the‘truck
swerves or something else unexpectedly happens and finds you in this exposed position,
Never just slowly ooze pas the vehicle You are.passing in top gear; taking half a
minute to do so. Unfortunately, too many drivers, men as well as wohen, are reluct-
ant to shift down for passing at 30 to 50 mph with either manual or automatic trans-
miasions, probably because then they hear the engine running more rapidly and
apparently fear it may be damaged. Not so! Use those gears and higher engine
revolutions for the purpose they were intended... and for your own good health and .
long life.

Remember:now, your automatic is, in effect, also a stick shift.... but it ne;er
is the other way round.

One leSt point in favor of the‘autometic. With it you can get fhe maxiﬁum
acceleration from your car (when you want or need \f) somevhat more easily and
smoothly than with a stick shift, which introduces a break in the forward momentum
of both car and passengers as the power is cut momentarily at each shift point and
then brought on again. This often unpleasant lurching as we ehift each gear is |
largely eliminated with an automatic that make pogsible a more sustained and
'steadier push forward.... right through all the shift points. A stick shift
version of your car may have slightly quicker acceleratlon in very skilled hands but

you will usually utilize more of your car's performance with an automatlc. And do

so without discomoding your passengers. .

Another Major Choice.

Noﬁ we come to an even more important decision ~ will‘your new car be pulled
or will it be pushed ? Will it be front wheel drive or of conventional design
with the rear wheels propelling the car? Most of the recently designed family
cars are now pulled along by their front wheels but Citroen went this route way

back in 1934 and quickly won the hearts of 50 million Frenohmonuut
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Back in 1934 and quickly won the hearts of 50 million Frenchmen with "traction
avant”., The famous "MINT" did it for the English soon after WW11, as did SAAB
for the Scandina§ians and AUDI for the Germans., The @ystery is why, with the
exception of the short-lived, low volume, Cord and Ru#ton cars, it took the man-
ufacturers here in the U.é. 80 long to see the advantagés provided by front wheel
drive - more room inside fhe body (both in frontland.back), a lower centef of
gravity, plus improved stability and traction on slippery roads,

It is true that such noted high performance cars as Mercedes-Beﬁz, Jaguar,
Alfa Romeo, BMW, Maserati, Ferrari, Lemborghini, Lofus, Aston Marfin and Corvette;
211 reknowned for their acceleration, speed and roadholding. transmit their power to
the highway via their rear wheelss and no front drive is faster through. curves and

corner than these.... as long as the roads are dry and free of snow or slush. Let

there be a dusti ng of snow, a film of slush or patches of ice on the pavement and
the dlfference between pulling and ‘pushing quickly becomes evident.

Let us assume that we are on an Interstate highway following a couple of very
slow cars in the right hand lane on a snowy day, driviﬁg.a conventional rear drive
car, Traffic has kept the snow from accumulating to any serious extent in thls
lane, The left lane is clear of traffic but by now covered w1th about 5 inches
of wet snow in which we see the marks of only a couple of cars that have been out
there trying to pass., As we start to accelerate and move over into the left lane,
the driven rear wheels of our car begin to spin and the rear of our car instantly
slews to the right; necessitating two corrective move; on our part.... lifting
off the accelerator enough to pre#ent continued wheeispin and steering the front
wheels to the right to keep the car from spinﬁing completely afound. If vwe are
quick enough the front of the car will be brought back into alignment with the
rear and directional stability restored. But with power to the rear wheels reduced

to prevert wheelspin, forward progress has been slowed. Now great care must be_
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exercised in attempting to regain or even mainta;n speed in this snow covered lane,
for a little too much throttle and the rear wﬁeels will again epin (and start the
rear end sliding) to begin the whole cycle over again, Passing has become im-
possible, |

With exactly tﬁg same road conditions we can pull_a front wheel drive car over
into the left lane with its 5 inches of snow, even across the slushy ruts‘of 6ther’

cars, and accelerate with spinnig5 front vheels as we do so! Our car remains

directionally stable because spimning front wheels do not induce a skid and will
8till pull the car in the dirgction we steer., Therefore, we can safely accelerate
past.the cars in the right lane and then pull back across the rutted'snOH ahead of
them without once having had to deal with a developing skid. Of course in such
circumstances one doesn't use more power than is reéuired for #e always get bést
traction and grip from tires that are not spinning. But even if one or both front
wheels do lose traction and begin to spin, we hav;knot provoked a skid or seriously
affected the directional stability of our front-drive_car. Sfeering response may
have been somewhat slowed but it has not been lost and the rear end of our car

. doecilely follows wherever the front leads.

On slippery roada, and especially on hills, a rear—drive car is constantly
trying to push us into a rear end skid.... a front—drive, because it is pulling
itself along, does not 3o this,

However, on a dry surface Hhiéh provides sufficient grip to prevent wheelspin,
rear wheel &rive cars can climb a steeper grade thanféan cars with driven. front
wheels because ﬁn such an incline much of a car's total weight is, iﬁ effect,
transferred.toward the fear ’ effectively improving grip and traction; whereas
on this same hill some weight is shifted away from the driving wheels of a front-

drive car thus reducing their grip. Nevertheless, any modern front-drive can

climb any mountain road you are likely to encounter, including those in the
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Canadian Rockies or the Swiss Alps...;'and enable you to sail right past skidding,
stalled or ditched rear—drive cars if it is sleeting or snowing,

If you are not adept at coping with skids and at ease on slippery foads,
there is no question about it = you will get into less trduble with_fronf wheel
drive.

Besides such specialized off-road vehicles as the Range and Land Rovers,
Blazers, Broncos, ﬁamchargers, Jeepa,etc, there is now a small but growing number
of aedans and station wagons that can also have all four wheels driven when needed
to provide better stability and traction on treacherous surfaces, Toyota and |
Subaru models are actually front wheel drive vehicles in normal usage and cone
ditions but they can be instantly shifted to engage drive to the rear wheels as
well when roadp become exceptionally slippery or the snow, mud or sand rather
| deep ., However, these cars should not be driven in 4d-wheel drive on hard dry
roads for they lack a differential between the frdnt and rear "axles" and so are
subject to "driveline wind-up" which results in excess tire wear and strain on
the transmisaioi?ddrive shaft as well as the front and rear differentials.

But the "Quattro" and some other Audi , VW and Porsche models feature a more
advanced and sophisticated form of 4-wheé1 drive, These are "full time" 4-wheel
drive cars, meaning that all four wheels are driven at all times., This is possible
without "driveline wind-up" because these carsrhave a third differentiallbetween
the front and rear axles to deal with this problem, These are cars with truly
exceptional stability and traction that becomes more” evident as as road‘conditions
deterioriate, The less expensive U.S.-made AMC "Fagle" is also available with
such full time 4-uhee1 drive and so has excellent bad-roadlcapaﬁilitj'although it
does not have the ﬁutstanding_suspension and steering of the German cars.

_In snow, slugh, mud, sand, even wet grass, all 4-wheel drive cars_hawe vastly

superior traction as compared to those with only 2-wheel drive and are not.easliy
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stuck, And they are even less prone to skidding than are front-drive cars. éo
for many drivers they are the safest of all motor cars and we shall surely be

| seeing more vehicles of this type.

It Js Even Important How You Sit.

A matter usually not given much thought, but of considerable importance to a
woman's (or man's) enjoyment and safe handling of a car is the shape and con=
4=trﬁction of the seats.... primarily the driver's. Totally unacceptable and downright
dangerous is the Gﬁd-awful bench seat, once so beloved of Detroit car makers,.for
it provides no lateral support whatever, In a skid or violent swerve the driver
can actually slide 523233 the seat to the opposite side of the car, coﬁpletely
losing hold of the steering wheél and control of the car, Ih?%ling fully able to
guide the car bhecause of having'to hahg onto the steering wheel'just to stay on
the seat. Qf course if you drive wearing your geat belt you will be held fairly
well in place even on a bench seat. But we don't always wear our sgat belts as we
should and people having air bags in their cars ar;hnot likely to ever'belt up.

See box on page for some surprising and frightening facts sbout the -inability
of air bags to protect, | '

If?bench seat is adjusted forward to give a woman of average height a comfortable
and commanding driving position, a male ccmpahion.of‘average'height is almost |
certain to have his knees right up against the dash; a.most uncomfortable way to
travel. Being able to carry three or four people on a bench seat is no valid
reason for having one in your car, If you want to sit.on a gsofa with friends, do
go at home in safety.

Driving a car is always a very dangerous activity. To drive with even a reasonable
chance to survive on street or highway requires that you not ﬁnly give your full
attention to this task but that you be éeated in your car so aS;gest control it

under all conditions.



This means not only a well shaped bucket or divided seat but one having

adequate lateral supporf s 2long with fore and aft plus up and down adjustments

of sufficient amplitude to place you (or anyone else who drives your car) in just.
the right position relafive to the steering wheel ana the floor pedals, Never
.rely upon a pillow to get you into a comfortable position. The.matter of a near-
perfect driving position is not merely a means of obtaining comfort while af the
wheel of your car but it contributes directly to your sai‘aty. Indeed, the most
talented grand prix race driver would never consider driving a car in competition
unless the seat was built or fully adjusted to his exact requirements, .

Most imported cars have well shaped bucket seats with quite good adjustments,
usually without extra cost; including ﬁeans for altering the angle or rake of the
seat backs., Often there is a device for éhanging the firmness and shape of the
seat~back in the lumbar area. Although the passenger's seat doesn't need all the
adjustments that should be available to the driver, it definitely should also
have the adjustment for the'angle of its backrest, A bucket seat with a fixed o
back is truly an abomination as 1t is no more comfo:t;blq than a straight-back
kitchen chair and so is no place for a nap when you are too tired to.drivg and
switch places with your companion. I fhink all imported cars have thié geat-back
adjustment as astandard. Unfortunately, and inexcusably, it is an extra-cost
option on most American cars, On.sOme Chrysler products it hasn't been available
at all. . | . |

Although American cars have often been deficient in seat design as regards
both comfoft and safety aspects, Detroit's 6-way electric seat adjustment mech-
anism is certainly an option worth having, as is their tilt steering wheel which

is such grand contribution to obtaining a perfect driving position and to re-

ducing fatigue because it enables one to vary its angle after driving for some



