Untitled

By Roger Barlow

tomiay well be that there have been

anly two authentic geniuses in the au-

trmotive world, Eftore Bugati and
Vincenzo Lancia

Bugafti was the more eccentric, Lancia
guite possibly the better engincer. Bugarti,
with all his brilliance, actually went in 2
direction no one else traveled. Lancia, the
ex-Fiat Grand Prix driver, was equally in-
dividualistic and although no other car
makers ever made cars quite like his, they
ultimately followed m the direction he first
traveled. . his Lambda of 1923 being the
farst fairly large-scale production car with
independent front suspension and an mie-
gral or unitary body-chassis. It also had a
unique mamow angle, 20deg. V4 cngine.

MNutrow angle Vee engines of four or
eight cylinders, all within a single vertical
Block. remained a Lancia speciatty until
well after WWIIL as did his sliding pillar
front suspension, which had possibly the
best peometry of any independent front
suspension system. Indeed. right after
WWII Lancia’s first mew design was a
narrow angle V12, shown at the Paris
Show of 1919 but never put inlo produc-
hom due to ltaly's new car tax based upon
the number ol cylinders.

Vincenzo Lancia died & few months be-
lore his remarkable Aprilia was intro-
duced in the summer of 1937, winning
mstant geclaim with its lvely namow
angle, hemi-head V4 engine, unitary bady
and fesr-whes! independens SUEFTEILEfon
The fromt suspension was still a sliding
pulfar design. The unuswal rear was also a
Lancin design that maintained the desir-
able parallel relutionship of the rear
wheels ind so was a vast improvement
over the simple but vile handling swing
axle so beloved by the German manufac-
urers,

While I have driven the Lombda, Di-
lambda, Astura, Aprilia, Appia, Fulvia
and Flavia models, the only Lancia 1 have
owned is the 1956 Aurelia GT 2400
Spyder; sull in the family as it was the
replacement for my beamtiful Figoni-bo-
died Talbot-Darracq

Although produced some years after his
death, it is nevertheless a “real” Lancia
with the traditional sliding pillar front sus-
pension, here with adjustable shock she
sorbers. Rear suspension is of the viceless
De Dion design (which maintains the vital
parallel relationship of the rear wheels)
and incorporates clutch, four-speed gear-
Box und differential in one unit, along
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Lancia Aurelia GT 2400: a truly grand Grand Tourer

Rt Barkow’ phicis

Pinin Farino-designed 'S6 Aureda Spyder s Becutiful and fast but folerd fo sedl in US

with inboard rear brakes. The light alloy
engine, no longer o numow angle type, is
the first production 60deg V& with
pushrod operated valves in hemisphericsl
combustion chambers. The more acrodyn-
amic Aurelia GT Coupe had 2 remarkahle
number of successes in major sports car
events (when they were still contested by
teal sports cars rather than thinly disguised
Grand Prix machines. )

Burt the B24 {and almost identical B25)
Lancias are most memorable for how well
they met the criteria of their GT designa-
tion, They are truly grand Grand Touring
machines, Fast for their day (110-
115mph), comiorable, possessed of out-
standing handling and roadholding, su-
perb steering, non-fade brakes (huge Alfin
drums) and even excellent economy (24-
2ompg). And the Spyder is surely one of
the very best-looking and most truly cle-
gant sporls cars Pinin Farina created,
Thirty vears later it still looks just right,
seemingly ageless

S0 why didn't Lancias sell in useful
numbers here in the US? Pioneer importer
Kiell Qvale tried to market them on the

Wesl Coast, where mine was acquired,
Three years later I went o Turin 1o negoti
ate (successfully) the US distributorship
for Max Hoffman, another pioneer in the
mass selling of imporied cars in this coun-
try who shared my enthusiasm for the
margue. Yet even with his resources and
expertise, plus the availability of the beau-
tiful new Flaminia sedan, the effort came
to nuught. US buyers weren't swayed by
the style, engineering, build quality and
case of maintenance of the Lancias sen
here, nor did they seom uselully impressed
by the firm's ssccess in Formula One, fis
Menican Road Race win or enviable
worldwide reputation reaching back 1o
1910, Loyal owners say the real Lancias,
before they became re-badged Fiats, were
simply too good i ways that Americans
couldn’t appreciate. This may well be so.
But it may also have been that in the late
19305 and the decade that followed, maost
American car buyers able 1o afford the no
inexpensive Italian cars were so bedazzled
by the three-comered Star of Stutigart that
nothing else could get their attention,
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