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Colon. The Americam control oif the Canal Zone was ayyarenx at once. lere
wexre no vultures but an efiicient syetem of mechanical scavenging. The
streets were lald cut in straight lines and were in an excellent state of
repnir. The trafiic was capably managed. Dut on the other hand ithere wos
none of the vivid if primitive life whlch characterized Cartagena, lany
American women were 0 be scen,of that listless beauty which comes of too
much attention {0 hygiene,while even the negroes sesmed to have lost their
vitality. Indesd the greater part of the porulation was occupied in running
caies and selling the tickets of the mationsl lottery; the remminder sat
idly at the dooxs of shops which contained litile but cheap American and
Chinese goods. I had meant to buwy s Panams hat,but wee disgusted to find
that & good one cost D10,as much as you would pey in Fngland. (By the wey,
ss I have no "dollar" sign on my typewriter,I chall use the gbove ablrevie
ation, hemembexr that Di=§ 48.). 411 that I bought wae & pair of sllk py~
Jamas for Dl,and two shirite for aboutl le,3d. cach,.

The architecture was ol a standaxrdized pattern,all the houses being made
oi wood while the pavements were covered in with e roofing which formed
the floor of a verendah on the single storey above. Thus there wns an ample
amount of very wecessary shade. The public buildings were few end neagre,
and I saw no caurches or other iustitutions; I should thinlkr that the town
had litile comwunal life, It was u good deal sualler than I expected,and
when I had traveréed it in all ddxectlons I returaed to the shdp whaxre I
wrote asouwe more letters.

I hed becn given a roving comaission by Alan to discover whether Colion
was really the "vice clty" which his American newspapers declared it to bej
and 30 in the evending I unlesshed my famous pack of 2tink houndis and with

then set lorth for the tewn. 411 the shops wéra open snd renained 80, was
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told,until 11 or 12 at night. I strolled slowly up and down the warious
strects for ulite o long time during which I was not ornce solicited,a
thing which would have cerisinly huppened several timas in mony ddstriets
oi Londun. Then I lcoked into geveral cafés,but everyBoly seemed to be inne
ocently enguged. Finally,I passed a perfectly hideous red and white bdullde

ing called tho loulin lLouse,the cutrances of whilel wrre blocked by screens,

obstructing a direct view. lowever,by peering round itheseo I was able to
gel a8 view or the interior and there om long settces aguinst the wall were
a auiker ol women on whose preconce it wee inzogsible to -ut an inmnocent
construction. Cutside were a nunber of advertisements of a c¢rbaret whieh

I exarined closely,but none of them wore cobscenw. In neveral more cafés
there wers predatory women,but at not more than half e dozen places in all,
I was not iavited to go into ony of thwenm. It 1o teme that .0aro next mor-
nlag told lwwil stories of wouen sitting at the entrance to zround~floor
bedrooms in the back of which he aaw rich silk hanginzs (heres he rubbed
his haaug sogethar); but I an coavineced that thess peoule were quite innow
cently employed. Indead,until I receive further evidence from Alan,I shall
remaln convineed that thds story of a "viee city”™ has been concocted by

the Amerleon authorities as o bvalt to lure visitors.

At 10 the next morniag (Vaxeh 15) we left Cristobal and steamed towards
the eatrance of the lanama Zanals T ghall sive you a very dstailed account
of the laual,partly because I nysslf had only the Lasgiest Ldeca of what 1t
was like,partly becauzc one of you (I think John) seked me for a full de-
scription. The entrance nmarrows greatly until 1t looka like the mouth of a
tropical river,the banks of which are covered with thick vegetation of the
most vivid and luxariant gsreen. The countyry for some distance ig flat,in-

terrupted here and there by an oil tank or sn encerrment of some kind,but
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grieing on the westein side in a series of low nilis. (It is worih remer
bering that the Cenal runs roughkly North and South end nob,as might bo ex-

»

pectod,rast and Leshje ifter a short Gisbance & narYow Jannne

1s seen to

ot

’

gross the maln watexway at a gmali angice. -nds is oxiginal Uroueh
working,and it is perhampe uged by the amall voata of the ireblitents,fox
118 cowrss was yuile froe ol vegotation. 4 1ittle furtner on iz -great
catun locks come into slgit. fhey ave the lergest work of visible engin-
eexring in the wiole Canel,and tley valee glips in thice stages to a helght
of about eighty fect. I3 yom imagine the Caanl w8 en arterial road,the
locks (4) exe linc @ section divided into two carriaceways., “hus shlps
travel indepundently and at the seue tize in Lot directions,end as the
two paxvs ave ldeabical I abell enly descrile one of them. Taxing the
rigut-hund patu we enlervu tuc ficrat lock. She ceatryal division between
the upward and dowavard iccie oonsisted of a Jreat ulone coulSevay on which
stood cas.ive pylone to light lie locks at night. On duls cousevway &6 well
as oa the two sliea xan "eleciric milea” or caall electiic englnes to which
e Shhp was lanedliately goupled by gtesl LAWILIS. Mege "oules” did not
pull the s.ip,out morely guided and kept 1t stradgil ac 1t entered the
N3RS L0W LOCKe

Jhe surroundings of the locks were laid out with agrecable luwns and
gardens viile exponsive cars stood belore she ofliclal buldldings over
which flew she .merican flag. American terriiory extends for exactly five
miles on eituer side of the Janal,bul the greater part of it has beon left
as virgin forest,from whilch zelarlal sosquitoes alone have been extermin-
ated. At Oristotal a nwiber of negroes had been taken on to deal with the
frequent coupling and uncouplling of sopes during the ypascage of the locks,

and tlese men cooperated with thelr corpanions o ghore with ihe utmost
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skill, Indeed I was amased at the silence in which all the complicated op-
eratlons wexe carried out,there being no sound save ror a bell on the
"mmles” winiah indlcated when the ship was to stop and atart,and a gurgling
ivom the Akikk water driven into the locks by electric punps. ¥#eé entered
the firel lock as far as the great steel gates which closed the entrance
Lo the second,and tien two pairs of similar gates,which had stood open
iiusn with the sides of the lock,shuv to behind us, .he waier could be
seen in iowr places on eachk @ide bubbling up frow the pumps into tue lock,
ana the ship rose with surprising speed. isé I sitood in my cabin I could
sce the imnense blocks oi sione gradually disappesring beiow,and in a iew
minutes we had risen the fireit iwenty~odd feet. The next gates swung open
and in entering the seocond lock the "mules" elimbed an extrsordinary gradie
ent (5),0eing tilted at an angle of perhaps 60 uegrees which was mede pPoBE=
ible by running them on a kind of raeck-end-pinion axrengement.

<he wiole process ol reising was repecated itwice wore,anc irom tue swasit
we looked down (6) at shipe which were wailing tueir twrn far below us.
ihie was a rewslkable sensation,ihe pexfect siraighiuess of the locke and
e mpproach making the heighi seem much greater than il was. inengwhen the
last gates had been opened,we wers released upon the vatun iLeke,s great ex-
punse 0L weiel along which we were guided LY buoys. On wll sides inlets and
creeks sirelched remotely back into the jungle,whiie¢ the islande near which
we dlcamed giitiered with sll uwanuer oi sirange vegetation. ‘he sky was
lulldk ol ielands of cloud,ihe blue waters of the lake rippled round our
bows,anu the Lanks were 80 close that we seemed to be traveliing at & much
greater speed than upon the infinite sea. Urged on by all these happy feel~
ings we crossed the Gatun Lake,the island foliage someiimes almoat touching

cur eides and ilie crocodiles mam heaving themselves from their afternoon
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ﬁoés at our approach. After some distance the chamnel permanently narrowed
and we turned sharply to the left,pmssing a large radio statlion. Our speed
wag reduced and it becane easier to immgine that we were passing through a
canal, Although the passage is still 500 £t, wide here,it locks very much
less,the height of the ship no doubt contridbuting greatly y to the impress-
ion of narrowness,

From this point onwards there are many ocurves in the Canal whose banks,
rising to a height of about fifty feet,are plastered with signs and posts
very much like those %o be seen on an English rallway,but much more numerw
oug, Some of them are planted one behind another at sharp bends,and seen
to be used for setting the ship's course. At about 35 miles from the bresk~
water at the entrance,we passed Camp Elliot which is used as a bage for
cranes aﬁd dredgers,and then entered the famous Culebra Cut. Here the chan-
nel narrows to 300 ft. and the banks become very steep,though they are not
for the most part higher than the 50 f£t, I have mentioned., It is easy %o
see how heartbreaking this part of the comstruction must have been «~ worke
ing in the fearful heat in a malarial district on banks whioh slipped down
into the cut as often as they were shored up, Zven now it is necessary to
reduce speed to a crawl lest the wash of the ship should disintegrate the
banks; and in many places we saw gangs of workmen reducing their slope. All
along the Culebra Cut there was no attempt at oultivation and the jungle
came close to the water; but in many places there were small huts which
were perhaps medical or look-out stations of some kind., At last we reached
the most diffiocult point in the construction of the whole cut -~ a hill per-
hapes two hundred feet high which had had to be sliced clean through. In
the black and jagred flanke of this hill & bronge tablet had been set., Kot
long after this the channel widened again and we approached the Fedro Mie
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mguel Locks, Here there was a considermble colony of houses,some of thea
lerge with foumtains in thelr gexdens,the largest of all velonging o the
Commander of {he lansma Canal,on Amerlcan naval ofilcer whe i appointed,
the captain says,for five years, Having descended through tiis loci,widch
it in one stagé,‘aﬁ went owwards to the 'draflorss Lovis,which are ln 0o
slages. At e upper level of the three groups of locks stondm enormous
suructuwies of letticed stecl,whlch appear o wovelve on sl antic Lurn-
tables. hese,l wac told,are eusergeney gates by which the cannl can be
baxwaed in time of danger. The sachiteciure of the Canul is identical
throughout,so that I need not describe again the cangeways,ihe gluice gotes
or ike bulldings: they are the vcame on the lacific cr on the Atlantic
sldes. Sul it may be wortl: mentioning that a vin e track rellvmy rung
from onv veeen to lhe other,ithough 1t doee not follow a2ll the way the line

of the Cenel, At Colon an extra passenger embarked - an sped Anerican zone-
what resenbling the brothers fuld,but u 1ittle were lively - and he told
me thet Le hed travelled the previous day on this rellvay widleh crosses
the datun Lalie L, a serles of bridges.

when we had passed through the idxeflorcs locks we were net fer from
Whe wouth of the Camuzl, In e cutting on our lcft we could see the hulke of
dredgers woed in the ordiginal conctiuciion - the only rausindsr of ihe
terzdible difficultvies then encountered,wnose traces Lhave now been 80 neatly
sweplt awaye T tis end of the Canal ileuy the city of Ponama and the old
Spauish town of Dalbao,bul neither of then woas in sight,and wie did not stop
therc, Jo,fifty npiles from the bLreakwater nt the entrance and slx and a
half hours alter leaving Crigtobal,we entered the I'acific. The eapiain told
us at dinner that in all his experlence he hind never made uw swoother pass—

ace of the Canal,for usually there werc 3light hitehes or dzlays. He added



27

that,narrow as the Canal appeared 4o he,it could acoomodate all but the
largest ships,such as the Jueen iary or the Jormandie. hiis last peassage
had taken 17 hours,owing to the presence in front of the kmpress of txrit-

aln which could only be mmnoeuvred through very siowly.

PUERECH 17,1036,

ifter Pervaiz we turned nortbwards end salled on throvs) the Tacifie. It
vag clear ald ogee thet 1t had s differcont arsearsnce from the Atlantic,
L8%¢ vmbers not belng so intensely blue,but very rmer smoother than the At
loatle over yan. Yo never saw the Atlentie witrout white horses and long
grellinge onvea,evon whan there vas little motion of the shin: but now,
thongh Shore iz o good dea of motion,she waves nre an rentle 23 the waters
of a leoke, ‘o have ovaoned In preocaession the shorss of Tannme,Costa Rieca
and Mieora ma,amd So-nlsght we put in et Corinto,e gmall rort in the laste
santlonsd atade, "ha egaptaln says that Certagena is a paradise comnared
with Zorinto,vhilech is urisd In a desert of sand.

The daoye rrovide endlens panoramns of heauty sz the monmtainouvn congte
line,slunys within sismt,ehanges in outline and enlenr. While we sailed up
the coast of Joeta Tiea,the sky was filled with mmasses of elcud of a heauty
I have naver seen aqualled. Alack ang white,rey and bronge and apriecot,
formed Iin aAll manner of shapes frem the nost attenuated to the most majest-
ien1ly e911d,they vesoalled in their wmriety snd »rofusion that wonderful

raszaze In the first nart of the Tegtament of “eeutv. Jo 1t is every day

now., A% 8 11ttle nfier 2ix the oun rapidly roes down,end in a few minutes
the cloudg,vhiey bad seemed to shine with g redisnce of their own making,
becone no wore *than puffy lurne of grey. (mly here and there,and oftem in

2 nusrter of the hesvens remote from the descended sun,great caverrns of
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cloud glow still with xed and orange,as ii their 1light reiused Yo be ex~
tinguished, hen ancther change cunes over the sky. The wesl brightehs
into a dusky red with the afterglow and itune cloudu,iit only from vehidnd,
stand out in solid shapes of black. Uver the fur abores of Josta Rica the
silVer Ligntolugs glitter from clouds siill charped wita tue ligat of day.
The quick wrecze cings turough tie rigsing and tue saly gecms o advance
wose gulexdy in Lo dusa. Wien the sky pu.aes agaln,and tiig tise tue stars
J Ml out~in irdloite axrray. sy e tine dinger ia over,tne Iull woon i3
High up e sky and is castlag & great vanu ol lignt over tie tropical
wateru. he sallors gather out of doors in tihe slern snd accompany e
Swile OXF Lhe sndy with srench songs sung in chorua. Jar sovove tlhea riaes

- apg the

the masl llike an ebony piilar,the lights on 1ts crous—-veal awiny
prancts swisg saong Whe flzed claxs.

Do mows 000 a0pe 2o oulll ancerbalu sand anxious. wsven the defomaed
wdlluaaion am (7 Latvian,.att or Ledv) has a place in it,20r a countryman
o1l aers sooas Lo Lave asusssiaated Folisih frontier aard aml provoked
Ques €4 tooze woulilizoatlons wialceh are aow o4 alamost daily occuxrenge. at
suca o grual distancs wwon tos centres o dndoraation,we nave Lo e conient
wi bl modeondngly sdipdliied outllines od aews,and we iss iu consequence
boe Ldnws widca conwseet _Jroeab evenis aau the suctle overtones walen give
Wil Lidn Od thodr periaaont Lygportance. ~¢ camnot beld vhedbolr e overe
whiolodaiy, wace 06 She sustrlar pecple rually welcomed Litler o aAuvstria,and
Ae ULy wde OO Wiy 4 wasy kol ars we bold,tliough wo con eepolily puess,iie
GLOGOLLCUD WOACH UhOUT CValhy Lo LUGdly have GouLoou in rtady,usspite offe
ieced slateninog bo tie contrexy. 41k ls ouscure,sad it de ondy possible
wooose. da gounerzl culline ke grest worsendng which Lac taken place in Lule
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The other passengers irk me more every day. You may have guessed from
this record that I have become reconciled in some degree to the momotony
of the long voyage,though I would never uillihgly undertake another. But
I am less worried than formerly by the endless sea,the crashing noises
made by the sailors over my head in the early morning,the piteous and con-
tlnual wailing of the cat at the same time,the noise of the sengine whioch
has increased since the time when it stopped and now resembles that of a
Frenoh locomotive standing in a station,even the insects which gather
nightly round my bed. kr.Auld says that for a third olass passage this is
quite good,and that in some ships there are so nany insects that they fall
off the ceiling onto your head at meals. I could tolerate that state of
affairs only to see an insect fall into X.Caro's all-guseling soup spoonj
otherwiaa.fhe exleting complement is quite enough for me. And I do not
like them in my bed!

But,as I was saying,it is the passengers who really irk me. Every day I
gaze with a morose fasoination at Frau Wohlgemuth's extraordinary hair; for
I have noticed that whereas moet of it is of an unnatural red,where it
bends down towards the parting it first becomes blue and then black., At
first I thought that this was because the dye was not spread evenly in
these parts - but then it occurred to me that as the hair grew,it would be-
gin to appearmt undyed near the parting and that any attempt to rectify
this would result in uneven coloration. Perhaps one of the feminine experts
would say if this is a likely explanation. It was & long time before I
thought of it.

Other sources of irritation occur at breakfast. The old gandmother Caro
is my no means the fastest but is certainly the most relantleag eater. She
arrives on the stroke of 8 and gathers round the rim of her plate the
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firstfruite of all the other dishes,in the mamnner of our old friend ,kr.
Edward lerries. When once fairly lsunched,nothing will stop her., long
after everyone else has finished she is atill extending a skinny sxm to
grab a distant butter-dish,or lapping up the jam with a spoon direct from
i1ts tin. The deformed Latvian creeps into the room end begins talking Ger-
man to the others. Che speaks in a slow,coarse voice,and they have great
difficulty in understanding what she says. Opposite me,kr,.suld croaks out
gsome sudden exclamation in & voice distorted by a lifetime of deafness. To
this it is impossible to make reply save through the wedium of a block of
paper. On my left his brother is probably quavering some nistaken impress—
ijon about the Turopean situation,arising from the Babel of languages he
hears but cannot comprehend, !lle is & dear old man and it i= only a small
kindness to tell him that war has not broken out,and that the ¥rench have
not invaded Germany.

Loreover,it is now possible to anticipate everything that everybody is
going to say. The same jokes are endlessly repeated at meals,the same comm-
ents made Bbout politics. ihen the French government falls,the officers
i1ling up their hands and exclain,"ia France est finie!" \hen & naw govern-
ment is formed,they discuss the list of Uinisters in mirute detail,balanc-
ing their respective views with exquisite exsctitude, But towards other
news %% they are fatalistically indifferent. It has happened, Nothing can
change 1t CA. M

The Chief ingineer flirts mildly with Freulein |Wellgemstk,though neither
can understaend & word that the other is saying. The massive German replies
to the Frenchman with clumsy gestures,and their is general laughter at
their ambiguous meaning. The Chief ingineer is a genius at sleight of hand,
and nearly slways has a new trick to keep us amused after dinner. There



