RUINOUS Dairsie

Castleistorise

again.
Taiwan-based

businessman, Chris -

Ruffle, who bought
the ruinin June, isto
embark on amajor
reconstruction ofthe
16th century ruinto
create aunique
family home.

Workisdueto startin
Epring, once necessary
planning permission has. ..
been obtained, and is
expectedtotake upto

two ygarsto complete, =

The end result will sae -
the castle returnad as® & -

close as possibletoits . .

_original external state,
with the main tower fin-
ished in pink-white har-
ling and the two "drum
towers” indressed -
stone.

Scottish grey siate will

be used to roof the main -

buitding and also the
“cap houses” which are
to be reconstructed on
top of each of the towers.

Walkways at each
gable end will be another
interesting feature of the
castle which wili be
three-storeys high above
the cellar area.

The former barmkin
#nclosure, a courtyard
area which would have
been immediately
around the castle, isto be
uncoverad and the
boundary watl rebuilt on
the original foundations.

Thecastleis a sched-
uled ancient monument
andclassed asan
Archeological Site of
Regional tmpoartance,
and the building work
will be preceeded by a
two-month archeclogi-
caldig, dueto starta
week on Monday, for
which Historic Scotland

have granted scheduled
monumentconsent,

ARTIFACTS
Aswell as any arti-
facts, the team will be
hoping to uncover frag-
ments of mouldings, pot-
tery, slate tiles and other
materials used by the ori-

.

ginal builders backinthe

early 1500s.

TimHeale, in charge of
the project and based on
the site, said this week
that a lack of detailed

l'm..lluur]r OJ IUURS

Ruin to be resta

remains, had caused the
architectsto use a certain

amountof conjecturein -

coming up with plans for

_ theextermalrecon- .

struction.

He added: “Qur plans
are subject 1o any alter-
ations which may ba
required in the interests
of architectural accuracy.

“We may uncover sec-
tions of the original
window surrounds or
.» doorways, forinstance, -

and ifthey differ from -

ourdrawings then we
will be able to make the
appropriate
. .adjustments. The aimis -
"to create 88 near as pos-

" sibleareplica oftheori- *
*-ginal structure. ; "y
“lwould be interested

alsoinany other
snippets of information
which people maypave
onthecastleorits’
"occupants, andcan be
contacted by telephone :
on03377430." Co

Tirm brings awealth of '
experience ta the job,
having led the recent res-
toration of Forter Castle,”
in Glen ista, which was
transformed from a shell:
to a private home within
two years,

OnWednesday, Fife |
Regional Council's Plan- -
ning and Environment
Committee recomn-
mended a financial con-
tribution of £3500
towards the costs of the
total archeological pro-
ject, estimatedto cost
between £25,000and !
£30,000. The funds
would be divided, with
£1000 directed to the .
excavationphaseand |
£250010 the full post-
excavation phaae.

. Funding was agreed
subjectto several condi- -

-

_ tions, however, which

P

drawings of the castle, of |

which little more than .
the north wall and south
facing wall and tower

. castle.

. acceptable to Historic=

--submitted promptlyto
#- the Fife Sites and Mon

include provision of
_publicaccesstothe:

inciude a requireme
thatthe full post- . -
excavation projectbe .

Scotland andthe .
Regional Council byt
"end of Juhe 1994, that™ %

copies of ali reparts ba’

" umaents Record, and th
the council be kept -
.informed of ali{_signiﬁ



& ‘lhamsthhasan“lnter-

"_,_--—__

mumrysrde.ehou dlook Patrick Learmonth, %

* - band ofthe Dougias

invitation from the
family;who hadchased  Asseciationto visit
" escapedthe clutches of % their swomn enemy, Lord - Russiain September and
. theEartof Gowrie erd " Jshn Harilton, from Pit-  spent almost four weeks
made his way from Falk- . :-gcottie to Dairsie. - " visiting places and sites
landto Dairsie Castle - « -ARussian eonnecnon relativa to Mikhail Ler-
» wherehespenthistimg. Mmugh the -+ -+ montov, a descendent of
““huntingandfeeling . -~ Associgtion ofthe Hen- the Learmonths. The
- “frgpe, like a bird ﬂown : thgeoftheLearmonths = sometime soldier, poet

and artist died in a dueiin
-~ theCaucasesin 1841,

andLermontovs, based

“outofacege” - _ :
in Moscow and with ~

“8ir Patrickwas a hero

~in1675whenhe success-*. membersscattered .~ andhassincebecomea
- fully defended the castly . "aroundtheworld. national hero to many
~ agai Russians.

‘MrScottiookupan . .

' 1C'ﬂ The prnposod south-east elevatlon of Dairsie Castle, as drawn by project] __ __
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architect, Raymond Muszynski of the Edlnburgh firm of lan Begg.




