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pose I may got used to 4%, but &% present the sight of such a fero-
otous orowd of natives £1118 me with horror, It's ail very werl for
El11s and other fellows to say they won't do any harm - anyway they
1ook as if they'd 1ove to tear one to pieces and were only waiting
for the right moment to o 4t, 9on I had to go howevex, As the
circie of spearmen dbroks to 1ot me through {0 the Chiefs assembled
in the centre and then olosed again, I feit as 4f my knees were go-
ing to give way, The 0ffice orderiy was cl-rse behind me warrying

& ochair, and the interprater followsd him, These itwo men seomdd 1o
be my only friends, and I was not quite certain that they had not
seon through me!/ana woere not soorning meé in their hearts, I got
through Somehow - I shook hands (a thing I 108the doing, I oan't
#tand the feel of a biack man's hand) with ail the chiefs, and then
I agked them itheir reasons for being 85 slack, and without properly
listening to their replies, gave them the necessary siating., of
course they promised avufytn1ng E1l418 wanted, and they all complained
or.the eviineas of their forlowers, and asked for permission to tie
up and torture various of the worst offenders by way of a sajutary
demonstratisn to the 1e3s bad of what they would incur if they did
not immediately mend their ways, This I curtly refused, and without
waiting to hear anything eise, and I am afraid without further hand-
shaxes, T strode back to the 3ffice, I sank on my chair with a sigh
of relilef, I had only been absantj twenty-five minutagé_&nd I real-
1%Zed that the Chiefs had never been go curtly treated befbxv,? a
palavir of this sori is seldom over in less than two hours, Voices
neared and rose and fel), and I heard ushomed protesting to someone,
It was old Chief xamiti who was hurt and angry at my treatment of
himself, He was quoting Ellis to Mahomed and saying he must 880 me
again, for I had not heard what he had to 88y, neither had I Feceived
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his present of a bullook, Mahomed atosd fivm ~ he soothed the oid
man as bedt he oould, and finally told him Y was 111 (how T bhiessed
Mahomed!) and so got him to go quietly away,

Do T show my feelings, I wonder, in my behavirur oxr faect
Mahomed gugt see something - 1t's a horrid idea, T almost calied
him back arxl saw Kamiti, T ought to have done so; I ought to have
899n all the Chiefs again in the aftermoon; instead of whioh I toid
Hami® I had fever and went and 1ay on my bed,

December 3is8t, 11 p.,m, Fort Eiltot.

This is the day, or rather the night, one 18 supposed %o confess
and renounde one's old Bins snd make good resolutions for the New
Year, I &m going to confesa, It has come to me during these six
days that I have been alone that I am a coward - a real funk., I am
a1l right if there is another white man about, even when I'm not &g~
tually with him, but no sooner am I alone - Worse than alons, the
éenly white man in the midst of natives-than something seems %o snap
in me, the something that in the proximity of my fellow whites keeps
me erect, I jJust go to pileces, Everything and avefvbody seems to he
a menace; the most trivial actions or expressions on the pary of
any of the coloured people £i11 me with suspicions; .tne nost usual
and oxdinary behaviour on the part of my boys or the mén {1118 me
with distrust, I feel as if T must alwaye be looking over my shoul-
der to catch the niddén aread whioch perpétually lurks just behind me,
It 18 that awful feeiling of what one fears being behind one, just
-out af 8ight, that 45 my undoing, It 48 nothing one can face and
have out - it 48 a coreeping, 8iient, mighty foe which never ghovwe
itself, and for this very reason is more acutely feit, When I am
near a white man 1t retires ajtogether; 21} I fee) of it 18 an oo~
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0381ona1_Whispertng_mnvamsnt. Wheén I am aione it poasessss me,domin-
ates me, cows me, I actually feel as If T were shrinking before the
upraised lash of a whip - 80 far the whip has only been upraised,

- What will become of me when 1t £2118? Even now, as I s\t here in
Ellis's house writing, secure and comfortable, my boy on tne verandan
only waiting for me to express a want to hasten to fulfiy it, the
seniry padding up and down on his beat in front of the gate, my
wnhistle to my hand, the blowing of which would in a fow moments sur-
Tound me with the entire armed force, even now the sweat stands on
my forehead and my heart 1s turned to water within me, The lamp
throws a bright iight on this tabie, my paper and my hand, but out-
8ide this bright circie what dark shadows lurk? Sullém, biack pat~

~ ohes 1ike crouching forms ready to spring upon me, waiting for me to
become absorhed, for me to forget their presence only for a moment -
and they would bhe on me, ééring me down to the biack beyrnd of un-~
BpSaxabie horror, Has any other man ever feirt iike this, or am I

a pariah in my cowardice? I8 1i some personal pecuiierity, umknown
and unfelt at home, brought into being through isolationt What 1s
1t? Wny am I thus cursed? One never thought of fear at home; every
thing was natural - ones pluok, if required, ar¥ays seemed to be
there ayl right, and mine (4f I thought of such things at a1l) was
tested on more than one occasion, ¥Why 18 1t so aifferent heret I
séem to feel the hostility of DblHoq, mind, and methods a1l beating

as a groat pulse - the country throbs with 1t, a giant, many-headed
éngine slowly getiing wp the neocessary impetus with which to crush
the white man and his influence, The spirit of Africa is arming
agatnst us, Bilent£#¢ waiting for its armament to be domplete to
orush and trample us down into 1ts red earth which aven our biced
will not atain, A great wave, Wiping uws oui and 1eaving no trages,
suoking us back into the mighty whiripool of oblivion., It has axl
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got nojd of me to such an extent that I canmit get right myself un-
helved, I have decided that directly Ellis gets back I shall put
1t 211 to him. If anyone understands he wili, and his mind 18 big
enough Aot to condemn and despise me utterly. Ine thing 18 certain,
and that 18 I can't go >n 1ike this, T mst bs haif mad now « I
sea¥ jump at the siightest sound, and ghake and sweat if anyone én-
ters my presence unseen, It's no good cursing wyself, and Shame
doesn't heln, I have tried to Xeep the thing undeg4 and unspoken,
but now it's out, I have kicked myseif in my thoughts, I have made
ajl sorts of excuses for myseif, but the naked truth of 1t 211 1s,

1 2m a goward, a dammed coward, I am afraid of niggers, I am afraid
of Africa, and I am afraid of all the dreadful things I feel without

even ynowing what they are. May God and Eilis heln me.

A Tunner has just come in from Ellis saying he 18 really 111,
and being carried in here as quickly as the men ocan manag94 up and
down these 4infernal hills, He ought %o be hers in three days. He
te11s me %o send in to Kissembi for a dootor. I aia this within
fifteen minutes of the arrival of the rumner, Mahomsd says the Tun-
ner wili reach Kissembi tomoTrow, 89 the dootor ought to be here al-
most as goon as Ellie 48, Poor old Eriis, I d> hope he's not too
bad, It is aimost impossible to imagine nim 111, he 18 the embodi-
ment of 11fe and mental strengtn,ganﬂ gives one the impression that
nothing could defeat him, They ought to have a doator out here -
1t's Tough 1wck on the men right away from head=quarters; no one
geemd to mind what happens to them, If they slip up theéy get nanyed
over the coais ail right, but as long as they don't maxe an obvious
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mess of things they are isft absolutely to themselves - pieces of
huminity out off from the mass and flung away into remote bush to
rot or worry through &s best they can, 9Jne ocan't be surprised if
ﬁan.q in these circumstancesﬁ go under, Human beings are mostly gre-
garious, and emforced solitude is moraily detrimental to the average
man, I don’t'auppose I should ever have sfood revealed unless I had
been 1eft absoiutery to myseif, I shall feel a different creature
once I have shoved my confession on to Ellis, I firmly belleve he
18 the only man who can help me, and I somehow feel thal when once

he knows I shall get ail right again,

Ellie was brought in at mid-day, I couldn'i even go out to
meet him, as Mari (the Chief) brought in the bodies of some of his
men who were murdered about twenty mires to the south, in xathais'
country. I had to see him at once, but %ld him I Wouid speak W
E111s about 1t, Mari wants me to go out with some police, and as
B1148 18 111 I expect I shall have to, though of course I can't
budge till the dooctor comes, I thought Ellis was dead when they
brought him in - he looke awful, has fallen away %o nothing, and 18
87 weax he can't even Traise himself, He was seedy when he leftﬁ and
gradually got worse and worse, and of course took nd care of himself.
He suffers horribly. If only he doesn't die! After the attaoks of
pain, and before the opium has taken effect, he Iooks like a dead

men, pray God the doctor comes before itts too rate,

Jaguary 1oth.

The dsotor (Fergusson, a Scrtichman) arrived at 1 a.m, this morn-



ing having got through from Xissembi in twentiy.four hours - pretty
good going. He is going to take E1lie into Kissembi and put him

in hospital - says if he jeaves him hers he won't have a chance of
recovery, as he wonld be worried from morning till night with sidtion
and native affairs, and that the only thing 18 to get him rignt aiav.
It mist be a matter of at jeast a month before he 18 fit to return,
and meanwhile thexe éeema 11ttle or no chance that another man will
be sent out, T shall have % manage single-handed as best I can -
1t's a bit rough on the station as weil as on myself,

J8nuary 1eth.

They have gone - left yesterday morning, and here am I alane
once more, Poor old E1118, he 1ittle xnows %hat 1t means to me! He
was much to) sick for me to mention my own worries is him, ihough he
just managad to teil me one or two things he wants me to do. "A
wlendid chanes", he called my being 1eft in charge of a distriot
afier only a few months in the couniry; éiﬂ ne says he wWill maxe a
point of sending in & speoial Tepori about it on his return, I don't
feel very sanguine,bugf after ax%/'a month isn't very 19ng%‘and 1
8h&ll hang on somehow, 0nce El1lis 13 back my difficndties wili be
over. He was awfully dacent to me; 8aid I was Just ithe sort he
1ixed having with him, and he toid me to go alow and not %o taxe
things toéujgﬁneart. Ag regards Mari's mirdered men, he 8ays heé Dbé-
1teves it 18 a put wp job, as Mari has always hated and Deen jeajous
of xathai, He says I had better taxé twenty men and gs straight out
1o Kathai4 and enquire both en route and there what the truth of the
matter is, Fighting is, he says, quite out of the question, and the
twenty men are merely to maxe & show, I ought to be able to_dolthls
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ajl right. E1lis told me among other things that when I travellred
T showld always leave Sergeant Mahomed here - he 18 absolutely to be
trusted and he will see that no hanky-panky goes on in the sStation
during wy absence, All the same I wish I counld take him with me; he
18 such & splendidly plucky chap, and he knows this country and the

natives 1nside out., I mean to stari the day after lo-morrow,

Jangary 38inh.

T have been and come back - and I never thought I could be &as
thankful to see any place as I was when I got the first view, about
an hour away, of Fort Eltet., The whole thing has been a nightmarxe,
and T don't believe T siept a wink during my weex of absence, Th®
going was very I:x.ac'.l;,t and when we got $o Kathai's, on the second day,
we had %0 do another march into the heart of his country to the place
wnere the men were killed. What first roused my suspicions was that
Kathai made excuses not to aocompanyngﬁ—— said 1t would he detter
£o7 him not to be there as T wanted to consuit ihe erders of the vil-
lages ooncerned, and Ris presence might prevent their speaking the
truth, True, he sent his head-man With us as guide, end to arrange
for food for the mén and porters, and he seni a small following of
nis own picked spear-men, I ocould not refuse these ratier, as they
were sent as a gort of guard of honour for me, but thelr presence
made me distinctiy unfomfortabie, In the first place, they secmed
to think they muet hang about me, and even in camp if T walked &
few yvardas from my tang, 4wo 5T thyee of them ross 1ike spirite from
under my feet and shadowed me wherever I went, I compléined to the
Gorporalaxbut he said they did it by xathai's orders; he had toyid
them to take great care of me; no white man had ever been injured
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1in his country, and he didn't intend, 1f he could help 1%, &nat one
ever should be, |

we camped close t& the village where Mari's men were kilied, and
the e1ders and ail the natives, thousands of them, evil-looking and
evil-smelling, cameé in for the palaver, It was an_affaire d'amouk:
Mari's men were after some of Toxi's (the chief elder) women; they
got into Toxi's mut at night, and he actually found them with nis
third and fourth wives, Naturally, and according 1o native law
4ustly, he xil1ed them on the spot, Toki, the artful, had smeit &
rat,fand hed hidden #4ix of his own spearmen in ihe village, and thess
#ix armed men had made short work of the three unarmed ones, Toki
himseif sent the hodiee in to Xathai, who forwarded ihem, wztn a
warning, to ¥ari, There seemed no doubt that this was the truth,
tho erring 1adies were produced for my 1nSpect10n7rand they made no
gacret of their unfaithfulness, Toki offered them to me as & pre~
sentﬁzana poemed Tather hmurt that I declined to accept them., As it
was fairly late by the time everyone had had his say wve decided to
stay where we found ourserves for the night, Stacks of food and
firewood were brpugntlin for ua,‘and no sooner had the moon risen
than the native drums began to beat, and dances ware @tarted on
every hill and marxet place, The row was awful, but it was the
unceasing, regular rhythem of the drums that ied me to beileve that
the dances wers oniy a mask for what was really & cail to arms, Bach
individual drummer drummed the same call on his drum; 1t staried
clo88 to our camp, and we gould hear it, faint and far away, on the
farthest hill - the same, always the same, The thing beat itself
into my brain untii I was certain it meant mischief. Hundreds of
patives were piill in and round our camp, Some mixed with my men,
gome standing in groups, all talking volubly. I gave oxders fox
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them a1y to 1eave at once, Oorporaliéﬁﬁéggeémﬁd surpriaod, put my
oxder wus promptly obeyed, I then donbled the guards and fires,gave
out extra ammmnition, and toid all the sentiries to report to me por-
ponally every hour, Acquiescent silence, mingied with blank amaze-
ment, met my orders, I made no attempt to undress btuil sat in my
tent, my revolver on the table, my rifie across my knéss., The drum~
ming persisted, and the shrili cries of the lancers rose and fell as
the night wore away, By midnight however, &l was quiet. The only
gounds I couid hear from my tent were an occasional olick of a rifie
as the sentry brougnt it down to stand at eass, the crackling of the
f4res, rising to a roar as they were replenished, and the yawns and
whispers of the men as they changed guards, Several times I emergéd
and inspected the camp myself, Only I and the gontries were awaxe -
praofound sjeep held everyone o11e giient, Towards four o'clock 1t
began to drizzie, not reai rainy, but a white, wet miatq'whicn descen_
ded 1ike a sheet of cotton wool and Wiped oul evorythning. At 8ix
otclook when I wanted to break camp the wist was st111 impenetrable,
1t was a grand chance for the natives; oaly oux guide xnew the path,
and in the thick mist he might easily miss i1 - he might even do 80
intentionally, BHe had siept in Toxi's viilage ~ wnat 1f Toki had
bribed nim to mis<lead ust He suggested that 7o smuid deldv onr
start, and this in itself looked to me as 1f there wWers some 6Vil
plot on fHot, Corporal Juma, much Lo my surprise, was anxious I |
ghould fall in with this sugzestion, and himserf stated that it
was easy Yo miSs & path- aii native paths being 8o much 11ike « when
one could not 8ee the guiding iand-marks ol hills, forestis elo,

At 8.30 I was =0 Jumpy I could wait no longer. The mTters
were sitting mmumped up in dreary circies round theqr fire; the men
8tood about cold and wet, and, I believe,as anxious as myselrLf to be
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gone, I gave the order to start, and off we set in single f1le,
down the 8lippery, greasy path, Man-high bush shut us in on either
side, and nothing could be seen, The wet mist lay motionleas over
everything, I feit suffocating,, and as 1f I were caught in a trap,
Waiier's taies of the natives who hid in the bush along the paths
and fired poisoned arrows as one paswk.came back to me; and our omn
powerlesahesa in such oircumstances was apparent, What could we Aot
Fothing at 811 - wé could not even be certain we were on the right
path. Suppose we were being i1ed into an ambush to be murdered, tor-
tured and mutilrated by the natives! All sorts of horrors fiiled my
mind, Robertsem, at the coast, had told me of white mén being mur~
dered for the sake of certain portions of their anatomy which the
Witch doctors needed to make medicine with. And who Would know if
wo wEpre murdered? It wouid be days, if ﬁot weeks, before the news
wonid reach Kissembiy la were cut off entirely, with no chance of
help or rescue,

I. was go deep in these miserable thoughts that 1% came as a start
to me to find ourseives on the top of a ridge of hills and in bright
suniight. The mist had dropped away 1ike a shed garment, and 18y
in floating wisps over the bottom of the valley., I brsathed a sigh of
rerief - we could not only see our path now but a1so our surroundings,
and 1t was comforting to be convinced that we were really going in
the right direction, We proceeded much more cheerfully, but to my
norror the guide stoppad suddenly an hour iater and said he had iost
the way, A tunnel of greenery surrounded us - nothing was to be seen
in any 4direotion. The guide was quits ﬁndistuxbed/ and said we must
turn back,, and that in about haif an hour we should atrixe the path,
All my old fears rushed in on me again, doubled by the faoct that I
was convinced I heard a rustiing in the bushes, & rustiling whioch
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moved along with us, This was the gul-de-gag -~ we had been 1ed to
& place where defence was imposaible, where we could not see ejither
friends or eneémies, Every moment I expected to hear the ping of an
arrow - I almost felt 1t quivering and stinging in my fiesh, On and
m we went, turning and twisting, but never emerging from the so§ of
thick bush., At 1ast I oouid stand it no more - I_knew I should be
the one to be murdered, there was no eacape for me, Onoce I was hit
1t was a1} over, How could I disgnise myseirf, efface myseif, become
88 a biack man? Suddenly a solution cam@; - my xhaki was prqteotivo-
thus olothed my body might have beirnged %o a polioceman, it was only
my white Eliwood heimet that made me distinguisthadbie, for ail the
ooloured men wore red feies. Corporal Juma was immediately in front
of mé; I touched him on the shoulider and said, " I want to wear
your fe%; take my heimet and wear 1% yourseif." He immediately
obayed, but a look of such comprehension passed over his face that I
feyt in a momeni he xnew my vile secret, At the time he said nothing,
but when we had been going for about an hour, he turned towards me
with a reassuring smile, and said "These natives are good; they wouid
not harm either white méﬁ or any G&varnmont servant, There 18 no nesa'
for fear®,

I do not know what I repliod%;fbr I was by no means convinoced,
Trom now on Corporal Juma kept up & running conversation with me and
the guide, and before jong 1t was appsrent that we were hnyhn# on the
T1ght Toad, for we crosssd one of the rivers xathai's men had bridged
for us the day before, The sun camé out biazingly hot, and with no
protection for my neck I began to feei faint and gueer, Suddenly
811 went birack before me, and down I weni, The l1ast thing I remember
wag thinking I had after all been hit without xnowing it. When I
came tg,fsuma wag bending over mé; he had forced some water between



;ﬁl

my 1ips, &nd wWhen he paw I was conscisus he said,

"Your heimet is close to you; We are only a8 mmmdmed yards from
Xathai's wvillage; he ig sending men down %o ocarry you in®,

80 I was not hit, only faint from the sun - and Juma Xxnew I was
a coward, xathal himeselrf came bustiing down, but with Juma's amm
I waixed the remaining few yards, and after a rest and good night
feyrt none the worse physically - mentaily I was paralysed with shame,
I managed to finish the paiaver with Xathai the next morning, and
101d him that I was most satisfied with his people and all they had
done for me, We did a shori march that afternoon, and in to Fort
Ellot next day, Now what I want to xnow 48, are the men talking of
me and lauwghing at my cowardice, I don't even know how many of them
saw that I was wearing Juma's fez, What will he 4oy of course he
18 bound to teil; no bilack man ¢éan hold his tongue, even whoen it 18
to his own advantage to do so, I am ashamed to show my face, and yet
I must go out and about as 41f nothing had happened, This 18 indeed
2 nise way to xeep up the traditions of Ellis, and the prestige of
the white man! Can I ever retrieve what I have lost? 1If only Ellils
were hare I might #2til¥ have & chance,

february Znd,

It 48 over a fortnight since El1ris ref%t - with luck he aught to
be baok in a coupie of weeks, I have had nonpews of him except one
note written two days after he reaohed KiBBOMDL. ~---cmmmemmcm-mome

The mail 18 Just in, and with 4t a jetter from Ellis, Aliah be
praised, he 18 aimost werl, and says though the dootors insist on
his remaining for.m.s fuiy mo_ntn.& he will start on the 15ih without
fail, With this certainty to look forward to I fesi I ocan ¢arry on -
nothing seems to matter as it did, The men ¢g thinx & lot of Ellis;
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after the arrivair of every maii ﬁanomad, with a peering orowd bshind
him, has come up %o ask the news, When I told him just now that Eilds
would be leaving Kissembl in 1e8s than two weeks he was quite over~
come with Trelisved deiight, He aaiq,

"We bpack men don'i care for hospitals; i1t so of'ten happens
that the doctors wish to out some part of you off When you are in
hospita)l - they send you to s)jeep whszemkand you wake up with only
one arm, or perhapel a hole in your stomach, and Allah aione xnows
what they have taken out, We feared for "Ever-Ready", though we wail
know he has never feared for himself, Praises be to Allah that he re-
turns s» soon",

I saw some of the Chiefs thie afternooe,*and toxd thém they must
Imrry up with their hut tax as Bi1is will be back so soon, From the
18t January till the end of the financial year, (31ist March) the
buik of the hut tax comes in, The native ever procrastinates, and
he naturaily ieaves the payment of his tax {11 the areventh hour,
and this year he seems to be Ieaving it ti11 the twelfth, It is
éxtraordinary, and a thing one never realises in western cowntries,
What a oolossal infivence one hmuman being can have, E1li2 48 a forge
as strong and unwavering as gravity - his presence here xeeps natives
at the Aaistance of a hundred miles 4in hand. Hieg word is law, He 18
a4 veritable god, His absénce, even when he 18 in Kissembi, causes
a visibie ajteration in the natives, and algo in onr own mén. They
are 1ess inolined to obey; they are 1nsistent with impossible de-
mands; they &re siack because of the temmorary removal of a strong
and dominating moral forse., They vert with 4inoredible rapidity,and
1t 18 their susoeptibility to individual infinence which hastens
this, The right man oan do everything, even his mistakes érn suc-
cess8es, Thé wrong ﬁan oan only do harm, for his right actions,being
peiformed.by himeeif, become disasters,
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) 28th.

It 18 a1l over with mé - E11is 18 not coming back, At the 1ast
moment he had a relapse, and as his leave was long over-dué the dod-
tors have bundied him home for 8ix months, He 18 very sick about it -
didn't want to go, but as they toid him he anyhow wouldn't be allowed
to return here owing to the bad water and absence of a doctor, he had
to give in, Today he actnally sailed, He wrote me@ a much too decent
letter, and said he wouid put it most strongiy that another man, and
a4 senior one at that, should be sent out here at once, He said jots
of decent things about me and my work - God, if he only knew what
I really am! And yet he's such & splendid fellow that I am sure he
would heip and not d€epise me, All I know 12 that unless that other
chap arrives sson, I shall probably do something final - desert and
mak® for Kissembi, or resign, in fact do anything to get away from
myseif . the seif which possesses me when I am alone,

Mahomed nearly broxe down when I told him E1148 had gone home,
Every single man in the Station looks gloomy; the natives, on the
contrary have assumed a Jauntyﬁ.and devil-may-care gttitude. I only
hope they don't mean to give trouble., The mt tax nas been pouring
in 8ince I toid ihe Chiefs of Eliis's immediate return; it reméins
to be seen what will happen now he isn't coming.

I haven't had the heart %o write jately, chiefly I suppose, be_
cause if I write truthfully 1t mst be to my omn disoredit, There
has been no vord of the new mén - 1f he doesn't arrive by the end of
the month I must write in and say I decline to remain airné here any
1ongor; I canit do 1t - at times I feel positively 111 and just lixe
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turning my back to the wall and having done with 41t ai1l. VWhen I go
‘out in the Station the men loox Xnmowingly at one another as I pass;
the very chiidren stop at their play and whisper. If I turn my head
1 aimost 8ee the finger of scorn printed ati me. I ought to go into
the dietrict - the mat tax has ceased coming in aitogether, and we
are st111 thousandso® rupees shext of our estimated revenue - but

I daren't go. I am sure the natives are restiess; certainly those
Who come into the Statinn show that things are not as usuval with them,
as 1f T go among them they will very likely rise and Wipe us out.
The Chiefs always have aiffioulty in xeeping the apear.men in oxder,
and next month 1S anyhow the one in which 1t 18 tho custom for mur-
ders to be perpetrated by the Wa-kiki. They gei & sort of just for
brood, and Just go oul and kiil anyone that's handy. E1lis t01id me
about it, and said 1t was almost impossible to siop, If he oouldn't
gtop 4%t what can I do?

Aprd) 1l4th.

Mahomed came to see me in my house todayjy he beat abvout the
vush a good deal and said he hoped I would not be offended with him,
and that he xnew I had only been ashort time in the comntry ote,ete,
‘Tt then came out that he wants me to trevei, He says neithexr the
mén noTr the natives unierstand my staving in the Fort, E1lls travel-
1ed-overv month, and as he Was always poopping 1~ unexpec tedly in 6~
mote corners of the district the natives were afraid of mishehaving,
ag 1f they did he invariably tumed wp and caught them out, He nint-
o4 there might be troubie 1f the district is left to 1iself nuch
longer. So my surmiee 13 correct - the natives are ahoul to rise,

mMahomed xnows 1%, and even he and the men are getting nervous, 1
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tord Mahomed I would consider what he had eaid and et him ¥now what
decietion I oome to. How can I decide? I can't face travelling
tnrough this awful bush, marching in a trap the door of which nmay
¢lr8e on me any minute - I daren't sleep in a tent, oniy a flimey
piece of canvas between me and the natives with their spears and
arrows., T conldn't face the crowds of hostite looking natives,
men, women and ohildren, which would press round me snd hém me in
1n every ocamp. Their sinister drmms and shrill voices would drive
me mad, Here in the Feort I have at 1east a stone house to 1ive 1in;
Y ocan shut do>Trs and windows and feel secure from everyone bui my-
se1f, After ail no one but myseif knows what I endure wneén I an
alone, I cannot ﬁ‘r4 the dark nOW,, and my jamp burns brightly ail
the night - if the fiame flickers I wake with a start, if a step
approaches my house my revolver is eocked and ready.

. When wilrl the answer come to my letier demanding that someone
¥ gent out: I wouid rather suffer any indignity, ratner be under
the heel of my greatest enemy, rather be branded &s coward from one

end of the country to the other than continue o remain here alone,

The answer has come ~ 1% i# what ¥ faiti all along 1t would De,
S0 many men have gone on iéave that at present there is literally no
one %o sSend, BEvery man in the couniry 1is doing ét 1east two man's
work, and one 1s lucky if 1t's not three or four. CGCollins, the
Astipg First secretary {everyone 1s "goting", as nearly ail the
neads of departments are on ieave) writes very decently, saye Kilis
gpoke 8o highly of me thai though he kmows it is a pretty hard job
for a man "ho has been so short a time in the country to rum & 4im~
trict 11ke this, he 4s sure I shall manage all Tight. Ho says it
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| won't be for more than three months at the outside - promisea for
Jly at the 1atest, and says if I would 1ixe a change of 3Station
when the new man comae/ he will do his best %o fix 41t up for me,
gays if I am in any diffioulty I am to write 1o him and he will
helv in any way he can, The only difficulty I gg in, X can't write
about -~ at 1east not to hinm,

April 89th,

Manomed has been to me again, There have been & series of mur-
ders out north, and ¥ari has been in to say ne 1is having so moh
troubie with his peoﬁle/ that 4if I don't wisit his diatrict_ne oan't
be answerabie for the consegpmences, The natives at a distance &1}
believe thét Fort Ertot has been abandoned becaunse thére has been no
traveiling Bince‘Ellis 1eft, On the other side of the zara River
raiding has started, and beyond Xathai's a number of women hawe heen
eollared, The whole district is closing in round me; the trap of
circumstances has been well laid, and tnhe mouth of it 18 slowly being
drawn to, Mahomed himserf 18 realiy anxions - ho assures ms that if
I g0 he W11l be responsibie for the safety of the Fort, but he said
plainly if I do pot go/ anything might happen, WNetives are peouliar
people, very sensitive to fesl any change >f conditione, and though
when f1irst E1i1is 1eft 1t was possibie to put them off with iheir de-
mands 1111 his yeturn, it 1slnow known that he is not coming back,
and something must not only be done but done 1ﬁued1atelv. ------ “mae

= My decision 1s taxen: I have toird Mahomed that directly ithe
gtation accounts and the monthly repokt are finiened I will go on
tour, I allow a week for finishing thinge here, I have {old him
‘he may tell the men and Chiefs that I now mean to travel, and § have
told him to see that a good'lot_of vorters are ready for me on the
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6th May, It 18 the only thing to dd, but how I shall get through
with 1t God xnows, T cannot see 811 E1lis's work going to bDlrazes -
the foundatisna of it are airesdy cracking, and onoe they go beyond
a cortain distance 1t wiil mean begimning at the beginning a1l over
again, Sinoce Ellis first fought his way in here three years ago he
nas held the Wa-Xiki in the hollow of his hand; he has pmnished ihem
when neocessary, but having feit the heaviness of his avenging hand
they have given him 1ittle trouble, Of course holrding them has been
a constant strain - a taut strain which might snap &t any point,and
E1148 himeelf tord me that these people are s0 tricky yon oan never
be sure of them, Your only chance is never to rejax your vigiliance
for a day, and never to pass over an act of disobedience, You must
be amware of everything that is going on, and you must be on the spot
directly any trouble starts, You mmst xnow more than they do, and
you must act and strike with unfailing promptitude. To appear and
punish before the culprit thinks you can even have heard of his wromg
doing; to come to the help of the weakx in their moment of need; to
Rrevent disobedience and jnsubordination by your constant presence
in districte of unrest; to show your trust of the 1oyal, as weyl as
your knowiedge of the double-dealer - Y xnow it a1i} I know what I
ought to do, Sitting here I oan thimk 1% all out as I know Eiiis
would wish me to actr I can see myself starting out to do it -~ 1t

18 the end I camnot see,

uaY 318%.

Why @14 I ever come herey  Why 414 I ever try %o aocomplish
what I knew I must faii to achiever Why did I not write definiteiy to
Gollins, as I made up my mind I would, to say I could not go on 81one



hereo, IV hae all been a hideous fajiure and I am branded coward as
visibly as Caln wBs branded murderer,

It began badly - the porters, a suilen looking lot, arrived on
the 5th, but deserted {0 & man during the night, The 8th and the
7th were spent beating uy» & new 30t, The Chief's came in in great
distress saying their men refused to travel with me, Finally the
requisite number were got togetnerﬁ.and on the moming of the ath Y
started, 7T toox thirtv poriice and a jarge quantity of extra ammni-~
tion, meaning to do a cirouniar tour znd be away a full three weexs.
mnstead of this I was back in a week, and I know now I shall never
dare to ieave the sheliter of the Fort aghin, The men and natives
xnow this too,

on the first day out five porters threw their ioads in the bush
and bolted, The police brought the loads in, and from the first camp
we supplied the place of the desexrters, Every day aosmething untoward
hapréned, and on the fourth day one of the porters had some sort of
a 1t and died, This @14 the irick - the other men steod out and
refused to carry any more, - The faithful Gorporal Jum“tagsured me
that if I would go on with the advance guard he woﬁld bring the re~
cajcitrate porters along, so I finally started, After a good three
hours maroh we halted for the cAravan to arrive., At the end of a
1ong wait 1t came, Juma's metnods, though drastic, had been effioca-
¢iona, The po;ters wéré-iied together in grups of five « tied with
their own ieam§ from neck %o neck, one palicemén in charge of eaoch
bateh of_fi;éfmen. The margginad'been Very slowg for the porters
had been compelled, their %eg%a being in use as retter!; 10 ORYITY
their 10848 on their headqéﬁand not, a8 they usually 4o, on their
- backs, Their necessary proximity to one another furiher impeded
their going, T must confess I was horrified to seo my carEvan arrive

/



in thie wisa, butJUMAinsisted, and even on arrival in camp kept
the porters tied toéétner. Wo atarted off in the same oxder the
fo1lowing morni.ng{ ut after an hour's going - we were well into the
district of the purders - I noticed that there were no natives worx-
ing in the piantations as there usuaily are, neither 4id we meetl
with any ajong the road, Tnsiead of this the surrounding hiils were
covered with peoplé,and mamontamv, their numhers were swelling, The
farther we went, the biacker the hiils appearsd ~ black, only re-
1ieved by the giinting of spears in the sunshine, I cailed my mén
to hart, T fer1t T must wait for Juma .we atood on a grassy Xnoil
mdaer the shadow of & jarge fig ;.z:eo_. 7 T could not taxe my eyes fIrom
the thiokly covered hiila, As I watched, the natives began to de~
scend,_at 1east so T thought. They appeared io be appreaching elo¥-
1y and smtting ue in on a1l sides, This was moTre than I cowld stand,
T mirriedly 014 my men to Te-form and started back, on the Toad we
haa just traversed to meet the caravan, The men were obliged to
obey me, though my oxlerly begged me io remain where we were, He
assured me that things were ail right, and that our only danger iay
in retreating - he said:

"Phe Wa-kixi are arl cowards; they are 1ike hyaenas, and never
attack anyone Who shows fight®,

I would not 1isten to nmg put set off as fast as my itrembiing
1egs would take me down the hill We had just climbed, I saw myserf
taxen prisoner by these ant-like swarms of natives, and dons to
aeatnﬁn' gome hideous manner, I saw myself bound in their midss, sab-
ject to indignities and torture, finally caet out broken and mmti-
1ated to the hyaenas and vuitures, Horror obseased me, and as I
stumbled on I heard - and this was a realily - the ghrill war oxy
-of the natives who were bearing down on u# in the TedXr, My one idea



