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animal you have shot -~ these iignts are called dastuxy, or custom, and
11 never does to ignore them, Waller was tepidly pleased with my per
formance, and as we made our way back to the Lines gave mo somé use-
ful tips about Bhooting that will doubtiess stand me in good atead
when I &m on my oWn. The hartebesste's 1iver and brains,which we ate
for breakfaat, were the finest di1sh I've ever tasted, n‘n.'most
white men won't touch hartebeeste meat - I daresay I shan't in time.

Degenper 5th, Kissembi.

I find, in Africa at any rate, that if you don't give your im-
pressions of a place pretiy soon after you have first seen ii,a des-
eription besomes increasingly diffiocult, I shoved my ideas of Kis-
sembi on one 8ide because the game was an obsession with me ti1l I
had drawn blood -« now I fesl more settied, This is rather a queer
place -~ & man here described it as "the oity of dreadful distances",
and this it eertainiy 18, It is eﬁoriuuuly seattered ~ one has to
- travel dreary, mddy mijes from the Sub-Commissioner's office to the
P.W,D, Aitto, - in fact $t's miies from anywhere to anywhere, I am
told that in the Ary seasons these so-called Toads are ankle deep in
red dust, and that Kissembi itself 13 seen &8 in a glass Aarxly
through the thiock veil of red dust which aiways hangs over it., The
town, railway atation,_anﬂ offices of Kxiossembi are all buiit on the
plain - at the moment this plain 18 a morass ~ ahd each buiiding
looks as if 1t had been dropped quite purposslessly whexe it stands,
1t8 only object being to get as far away from all the others as pos~
81bie, There 18 no sort of structure in the iaving out of the towm,
and as the buildings are mosily tin, it 48 hideous., The only Ye-~
aseming features are the trees and the flowering shrubs, whieh an
snterprising Sub-Jommissioner plianted at his own expenaé. It seems
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that everything decent in this country 42 done in this way, All the
Toads are 1ined with trees, and in time the dreary ugliness of the
township will be ajmost hidden in greenery,
 The residential part of Kissembi 1168 on a jow unduiating hiil
which sxirts the west side of the town, Good bungalews in really top
hol® gardens are soattered from one end of the hill to the other, At
the south end are the military iines with a polo ground and gymkhana,
™he north end of the hill runs into the remains of the splendid
forest whioh used to cover the whole plﬂoﬂj on the other side of
this strip one plumps right into native villages and oultivation. At
the moment, when the rains are just abou% %o finish, the hill i real-
1y jovely, Roses in sueh rank profusion I have never seen anywhera -
they have taxen the whole place by storm, and have flung themselves
over the bungalows and gardens, the masses of blossoms quite hiding -
the lsaves, All English flowers seem to 4o well here, vioclets, earna-
tions, sweet-peas, holly-hooks - every mortal thing. They bloom
beautifully,but Africa seems to have xnosked their delicate home scents
out of them - they have practically no perfume at all.

There 18 any amount to do here - muoh more than at tne Coast -
games of every sort: rooter; ericket, jennis, goif, and polo, and
added to these the shooting. All the same 1t isn't a very sooiable
place - T suppose 1t 18 too big and scattered. No one bothers about
you one way or another, and the friendly interest and help vou got
8t pembi, you don't get here. reople just look at you and then 10ave
you alone; and the womenskind, though they all expeot you to call.’ o
taxe no manner of notise uf you when you have done so. In the majori

ty of cases their huebands don't even shed a oard on you. .

S0 far I don't xnow whether I am to stay on hexre or not -~ the

opinion 18 po%. There seems {0 have been tronble with the natives
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in various remote disiriocts, &nd 1t looks a# 1f I should go to one |
of tnege. Out in tne direotion of the Zara TiVETr tnings have been
pretty bad, The new station therse, Umbs, 8till Ras & military som~
pany, and Fort Briot itseif seems 1n_rather'a bad way, I only hope
T shan't go there, Waller has just come back with his comﬁanv from
Umbi, and has told me some beastyy yamns - says 1t's a1l thiek bush
with just native paths through it, and that the natives hide in the
bush and shoot poisoned arrows at you as von pass, of oourse you
can't ocatoh them, tnayj?igg1e off 1ike snakxes before yon realire
what direction the arrow camé from, They &lso have a pleasant habid
of appearing to make friends with you, and bringing you in presents
of flour and other dainties, all of them poisoned, and Bex4—of stand-
ing by to Bee you die in ageny after you have eaten them, Waller
had twenty-five of his men 1aid out in this way, and they only pul-
164 through because there waszn't muoch fiour and it haa heen divided
amongs ¥ 80 many meny and mixed with other food before it was eaten,
Even aoy»tney remained unconscious for thirty-six hours - it dadn't
matter wnat was done to them they neither feitipor moved, Wapler
gays the natives hate us { 1t looks as if they did) and don't want
us messing round. But of coursge as we are a rroteclorate we must
interfere, He says the only thing %o do 18 to give the trucuient
natives a real hard hammering - onee they recognise yoﬂ as top-dog
they resign themselves, and, more or iess, make the hest of what
they oconsider a bad job, The xrsason there 18 such troubre at Umbi
18 that a couple of years ago they xilled a white mén thers, and this
has given them such swellod hesds they almost think they are wiite
themselives, Latteriy their colour has been Tubhed into them & bit,
but they haven't quite realized 1%t yet, |

The Wakiki (the people Who 1ive all over the zare River counixy)



are agriculturists and seem to be rather good at it - they grow
every mortal kind of native gratﬁ and vegetavbie, and they appear o
be hard working, The friendly ones gomé in here as portargj and
arso to worx on the roads, They are nasiy, morose-looking hrutes -
-~ they wear their wool in a shaggy fringe, and 1it's ajmost the oniy
thing they dp wear, Here in the town they are given blankets to
over their nakedness, but gheg eux they attire thomselves in &
sgetohy soxrt of goat skin hanging from one shoulder.

M_._&hﬁ bexr 9 * w!

I am ordered to Fort Eliol and start in 2 souple of days., I
sort of feit it in my bones that I should be sent there when ¥alier
firet began telling me about 1t a1l. El11s, the Distriet Compission_
oy at Fort Eliot, 19 quite a3one since he sent a1l the military to
Umbi, and owing to the faet that there i3 a good deal of unztat.in ‘
the aistrict, a white man ought to be travelling round all the time.
on the other hand 1tt13'no$ desirable to 1eave the station with 6n1y
8 goanese glerk and a few police, I am ghiefly to look after the
station while El1118 12 on tour = a pretiiy mouldy billet, as it moaﬁa
I shall not be abre to got out to shoot, and shall practically be
alone a1l the time, I don't find myseif emtra good company, and
though I have fortunately piocked up a fair working xmowledge of the
1ingo, I don't seem able ito make eompaniong of blacks, Some people
are quite happy with only eo}oured people arocund, but I can't get
used to them, I am sure they aréigocent lot, but in spite of this
their silent, watohful ways maxe me feel uneomfortable and suspi -
oious, I have noticed that -~ and I suppose it is owing to ﬁy réel-
ings for, or rather against, them - tneé generally se6m uneagsy wnen
they are with me: we 2¢t and re.act, Their uneaginess maxés them



11 the more watenful, and I feel that they are not satisfied with
méy or, to put 1t another way, they don't seem to have any confidence
in me, We don't seem to understand one another, Well, pérhaps when
I am alons with them our mutual Buspieions will die out. They cer-
tainly are wonderful at sizing people up, and their native names fpr
the Aifferent white mon are masterpieces of brevity and xnomiedge ~
they touch the lpbi\éézg_gggggg§, and sometimes toueh it painfully.
Sueh names as "The Pather ~f pies™, "The Heavy Fisted", "he Des_

troyer of Women", "The tnjust", "The Waverer®, are, to séy the 1east
of 1%, unenmforiable appeillations, thnugh 1t.18 distinctly comfori-
ing to be known a&s "The Fearress", "The Great-Hearted", "“The Defender
of Natives ", "The Promise-Keeper", or "The Seer", Eilis 15 Xnom
as 'Evuraaeadyé, and Waller says it 18 him a1l over: he is 8o on the
spot that it doesm't matter what happens he is ready for it. I wonder
if I have a name yet - possibly there i3 nothing »~f a suffieientiy
distinotive natvre abont me for them to caten hold of, I expeot I

am prohably called after my leggings or my naE, or 8nme Trottien thing
lixe that,

Degember 13th, In_gng.

I 16t Kissembi two days agg,/ann ajready feel completery cut
off from it and the tyne of 1ife I have hitherto 1ed, I am in & new
worid fiom every point of view, Travelling 18 kxnown as gafary in
this country, and it has 1ts rigid oustom? Just as everything else
‘has, It 18 a queer mode of getting aboug; and, uhtil you xnow the
Topes, not particularly pleasing, In the first place, all your pos-~
sessions - tent, eamp-outfit food, drinx, furniture, ciothes, every
mortal thing - have to be made up in loads weighing not more than
80 1bs, This in itseif 18 a dammed nuisange- if you havu'nevar done
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it boforq; you are apt to make one box weigh a hundred pounds and the
next fbyéty pounds, I have no doubt it oughin't to be, but 1t ig
A1ff1oult to remember that books weigh moTe than shirts, and I was

840k of my packing long before 1t was finished, I had to 18y in &

supply of tinned foods, sugar, fiour, iamp oil, washing soep, and axl
those wretshed things-me one useés in & house and never realises oneé
uses them - and then I suddenly found I had neither table eloths,
table napkins, nor sheets. As I have been staying in other péopie's
houses all the tim%/'I never thought of these things. Waller advised
me as to Arinks - whiskey and lime 3u1af/ and a few bottres of fizz
for 1f one's siek, At 1ast, after a gond deal of bad langnage on
ay part and hard work on the part of the boys, averyining wes joy -
fully ready - the lnsads 1aid out airl in a rew. Up till then my
Wa-xikx4i porters had heen aqnatting in a cirele, with a police-

and their own head man seeing they didn't do a guy,
8olutely indifferent and blind to what was going on, Anéd-medi-eof

them 2a% with thoir eyes shnte*)iut don't yon beiieve it - nothing

had eseaped them; they saw which were the lighteat loads, which
(my tin bath for instanoce) were the awkward loads to earry; not a
detail had escaped themy and when,finally, the word was given for
them to shourder the 1oadsy they made one mad Tush and fell upon my
property and eac¢h other indiscriminateiy - yelling like maniacs.

T was quite upset and thought there was going to be a real Yow, but
the Corporal only smiled and shrugged his shoulders saying the Wa-ki-
xi were @avages, and though they lnoked fercoisus nothing would hép-
pen - 1t Was their "eustsm® (this Word covers all the personal and
racial peouliarities of evérybody) to behave l1ike this ¥hen earry-
ing the lnads of a tenderfool, and I had best leave them to Bort out
themeeives and their respective loads, After about twenty minutes
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of the most infernal di?/ & sudden inll oceurred, and from what had
been & seething, indistinguishablie mass of savages and DoXxes esch
ind1vidual porter emerged with his load neatly tied on his baox With
& native raam, the loose end of the ream passed Tound his forehead
and hoiding the 1oad tautl and in position. The CoI'psral saluted and
8aid the caravan was rea&g; and I gave the word to start. At this
moment my ook came up and announced that he had nn frying pag/:ana
wished to knoW how he could cook uy brcakfast. I eould have mmrdered
nim - instead of this, however, I expiained t» him that he had had
the buying of the conking vois and a eouple of days to do it in,and
Af he had forgotten the frying pan he must do without 1t., I added
that 1f my breaxfast was badiy cooked he would 1ive in Tegret it.

My earavan did the first march, about fifteen miles, by 1tseif.
Waller ient me one of his ponies, and I reode out after luneh to find‘
my ¢amp pitched and things more orﬁess shipeshape, The poxrters
were oh&tter1ng and eating ( these people seem to eat ail day long)
round their fires; the Cormoral and his men were regaling themselves
in & place apart; my eonk was hocking over various groups of stones,
on which his cooking pota‘were balgnced; and &8 I dismounted at my
tent doog/ my boy tipred & tucket ef piping hot water inte my tud.
Everything went well t111 I turned iny and then, for the life of me,
I couldn't sjeep, This worried me a good deal as I had arranged te
start at five o'clnck, and I was undoubtedly tired. Wnether it was
816eping wnder canvas for the first time, or whether it was fatigue
or exoitemang, I can't say, but I xept starting wp thinking someone
was greeping intn my tent, There was a particularly vilanous -laok-
ing man among the porters I had spotied frnm the firat, and as the
night advanced and the camp noises gradually died down, I made ger-
tain I heardwhispering under the fiy of my tent. My mind jumped to



N

the thought that 1t was this man bent on misehief of some sort, I
18y quite still, an%, axcept for the thumping of my own naar?, and
an oeocaslional yawn from the guard as he replenished the firg, I
heard nothing. Gradually I grew quietser and I must have fajlen as-
leep without kxnawing I had dnne so, Suddeniy I Woke with a start,
It was pitoh dark, and this time wndoubtediy someone was entering

gy tent ~ I heard fumbling fingers against the canvag. I dashed out
of bed, my revaiver in gy hand, and made for the door, My foot
canght in the grouwnd anoeﬁ/'anﬁ I uitched forward against the deor
which gave under my weight, I fell heavily to the ground, another
body under mine, As I fell my revniver went »ff and this acted as
an ajamm and bronght the police rushing t» my tent, I was daged

and inooherent with the fall and fright, and 1t wap some seconds
before I realised that the entire samp was standing in a wondering
8emi-0irole round me and my faiien ensmy., The Corporal heid a lan~-
tern in his hand, and as I raised myself still gripping my v19tﬂ5f

I saw by 1is 1ight that 4t was my own boy, Hamis, I was harf strang-
ling, 1Imagine my disgust and shame! It was 4 a.m., - piten dark of
¢ourse, and poor Hamis was coming ito cell mé, I had said I wouid
start bhefore the caravan, I was norriﬁlv upset, my behavisur seemed
8o ridiculous, and it wap almost imposeible to explain to the silent
expestant crond what 1t all meant. Hamis, seeing my diffioulty. took
the biame on his own shoulders - said I had caiisd him and he had not
replied, or some Suoh 8Simple statement., AnyhoWw ne made 1t all right,
and af'ter he had got rid of the audienee I calied him int» my tent
and gave him Rs,5 He seemed quite satisfied, but I wase 80 4dis-
guated with myseif I oould hardly bear to 1nok at him, and when he
finelly went off to the conk's tent and I heard taiking and laughing
I felt worse than ever, I cursed myself for a fool, I ocursed my
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1ack of sympatly with these peoplée which made it imposaibie for me
Just in a few Words to put the whole incident on the right jevei,
Por they gag and do understand if one ean talkx to them in the right
way, As i1t was I feit as 4f I had started my jife in this new mi-
1i6u with an irretrievable disaster,

| I dressed mrriedly and before the camp wae struck I started
off with the gun-bearer Warler had lent me, and one porier oarrying
my secnnd gun, The natives here are none of them biaek:; their
Bkins are a warm ohncelats ¢olour, and sometimes much 1ighter than
this, 7In the sun, espseoially if their skxins are wet, they look jJust
1ike bronze statues, The gun-bearer in marxed oontrang, was & ¢oa}
black Bubién, a great big fe11-w oaited kaid Ali., His face was thin
and gaunt, and scarred with his tribal marks - sransverse cuts over
his cheéex bones -~ whieh gave him a somewhat ainister appearanee,

We set nff at a fair paoe along the caravan roa%/'wnicn twisted
away in th}n beaten ourves acrnss the mmdulating plains., I was stiil
feeling ﬁa&“(" ‘ the fiasco of an hour baok, but Kaid All
and the pnrier appeared quile apatheiis, In this country, that is
along the beaten tracks, ones ¢ampd are at fixed places, usually
about fifteen mijes apart, Where Watexr is scarcix'the eamping grounds
mat depend upnn the supplies and may be only ten or as much as five
and twenty mijes distant from one another, one does not however
reck~n ones march in mileg, it in hours - a fifteen mile marseh 1
calied & five hour march, Three miles an hour sver fair ground is
the average going of s caravan, though novarly aiways there are sirag-
glers who do not reach camp t111 an hour or 8o after the arrival of
the main body. f

I had tn1d xaid A11 I wanted to shont, and by starting bpefore
the earavan I had an excellent opporiunity of getting what I wanted _
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actually from the read, Ve had been going about an hour when I feirt
& gentie tug at my soa?; and, on hayting, Kaild All pointed silently
tr a few scattered thorn trees and murmured, "rnino”, It toox me
someé time to verify this statement, but finally whaﬁ'z_tnougnt_wero
& couple of bushes began io move slnwiy towards the bare plain be-
yond the trees, 7T 1atd my plans at'oneo - the porter was to remain
where he was, but lying down, I would take my .303 and Kaid A1l my
doubie .460, We would maxe for the line of irees, and trust to ar-
rive there unseen ~ the wind was right, so that uniess the fittar
breene shifted 1t was Yiteraily a aquestion of seeing, and rhine are
prowerbially blind., I was aelighQQd at the chance of & rhine, es-
pecially as one of the tWo had really gnod horns. We accomplished
the erouching creep to the trees quite unobserved, and when We ar-
rived the rhinn were grasming quietiy at about 300 yards distiance.
Kaid All was ail for crawling after them and not Bhonting t1ill we
had got tn aboup 15 yargs of them, but T d1dn't see the force of thim
The biggpr Thino wae breadside on, so offered me a splendid shot.

I explained to Kaid Ali I meant ts fire with my ,303 at this
distance, and in the event »f a oharge I could finish matters with
the .450. He was sitently disapproving, but I disregardsd this, and
feeling as steady as a rogk I took careful aim and pulled the trigger.
The smailer Thino bolted with his tail in the aix, but my beast,after
4o~ the blow of the builet,siewed straight round, and headed off at
& hand_gallep in ouf direetinn. I was certain he couldn't see, but
the aevil was in 137 for at thie very moment the breeze snifted and
the brute got our wind, on he lumbered, xiexing np the dust and
Stumbling every now and then, Kaid Ali assured me he was badly hit
and would fail directly, but still he xept his feet and his pace,
NeareIr and nearer he cume wntil I could see the very wxini1es on his
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face and the bloosd Tunning down his side, Suddenly he saw us, and
with a furtons and pig-like squeal he ocame full t11t at us, I droep-
ped my .303 and wag makxing for the nearest tree, but as I turned xaid
Ali's strong hand des¢ended 1ixe a viee on my shouider, He pudhed
the .450 into my unwilling hande, and enmmanded "shoot!, I turned
méchanioally, raised my rifie and fired both barreis fuil at the
Thino Who was not more thn fifteen yards distant, He jurched for-
ward_and 811 sn his xnees at »r very feet - his great weight seem-
ed to shake the earth, tmt he didn't maxe a srund, Rhino frequentiy
pretend tn be dead when they'rs not, and as you approseh the suppos-
od oorpee it riaes up and does for you - this fellow however was
dead ail right, and naturaily I was most anxi-us to 86e where my
burlets had hit him, Kkaid All and I setl to woTk to éXamine him,but
What was our amazement to find the oniy bullet in the beasi was the
origingl .303 Whien was Tight through his heart - I had missed him
with both barreis of the .450 and at fifteen yards! I feit pretty
8icx with myse1ff for it proved I must have besn hideously unsieady,
I'11 admit 1t was pretty nerve-shaxing to see that great vicioud-
1a0kxing brute at su¢h close quarters, and every bit of him ﬁeaning
bgsineas'- 84111 T ought t» have nit him no matter where, It served
tn convinae me »f the truth of what I had previousiy thought were
trave)lers! talea, about the taughneag and staying wower of rhine.
warier had tnid me that a rnino Qaa gond for a sob yardf onarge aftex
he was fatally wnundegr and to a1l intents and purpnses dead., The
only two shots which are certain ts drep a Thino in his iracks are
the neck and xidney shets - his heart, even when piereed, will hoid
nit 1nng enough far him ta do for you befnre he drnpsa.

‘Naturally T was d1stinctiy nleased that I had bagged the first
Yhine I'd shot at, espesially as his homs were good - the front ene
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pessured iWenty-inree inches, We left the porter with the corpae
and made our way back tothe road, Here We wajted for the oaravan,
and on 4ts orrivai told the men to 1084 up with whatever meat they
wanted, all I myseirf wanted being the horns and a strip of the hide
to maxe whips, KXaid Al hed out off the tail - his perquisite -
before we 1eft, and I promised him a8 maoh of the iidé (whioch 18
indeed a coveted articie) as he liked, He had prevented my doing
a bunxf though, a8 1t happened, my staying didn't do mch good,
mis morning (the 13th) before continuing our maroh Kaid All,
8 osuple of prrters and I made our way back t» the falien rhino.
¥o started in the small hours of the morning in oxder to reach the
ecarcase just before dawn, as I thonght we should in this way VeIy
1ikely £ind 1ions stil} feeding. Our arrival was porfectly timed,
but we had no iuck with the lions - they nad been there but wn-
£ortunately the moon was almost fuil, so they finished their meal
eariy and had evidentiy been goné Some time, We approached very
cautiously, screening ourseives in the trees as much a8 possible;
the hyaenas had gone, the jackxals Were moving g;f stili lioxing
their b;ood;f1ecxed chops, and the oarcase 1tse1f was invisible
owing %o mmndreds of naked-headed vultures which covered it, It
positively looked at a 1ittie distance as if the rhino were aiive,
clothed as his sxeleton was in moving, quarelling deep-hmed birds -
his outline was defined by their bowed bodies and, added to these,
a greedy ciiole olawed the blood sodden ground round the fallen
moneter, fighting and flapping their wings, and tearing at the mor-
geis of meat and bines, on wnich the lions and hyaenas had surs
fested themsolves, If was a gruesome 8ight, wnd 1t seaﬁed an indig-
nity that these dirty carrion birds should be in possession of Bo
mighty a beast, We walked up to the spot, and only wheén we Werd &
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fow yards distant did the birds reiuciantly rise and flap off to the
trees harda by, walching our every movement wiih sinister and greedy
eye3, The sxeleton of the rhino showsd up.white in the increasing
1ight -~ his vast bones wexre cleaniy pioked, and little remained even
for the vultures, As we moved off the wultures returned to their
orgy, and in a few seconds the skeleton was again a clothed and
moving mass,

We had no further adventures - the men had plenty of meat and
Wwere consequently garrulousiy happy, 8o all I did was %5 shoot a

brace of guinea fowl for myself as we nearsd camp.

Decembaer 30t3. Fort Eliot.

T have actuglly been herse five days - it feels like five years -
and up %111 now I have not had a moment for writing, I have Just
managed to get off my home 1etteriy but nothing eise has bheen niyssi-
pie, Before I geot too far away from my Journey here I had hetter
finish 1t off - not that there is anything much to sag/-as the re-
maining two days were guite uneventfui, After crossing the biggest
river, the Kipi, which is rather more than haif-way Jseuwee between
kissembi and Fort Eliot, the country changed entirely -~ the plains -
were done with and the game much scarcer, From here on it was hilly
all the way, the nhilis being sparsely covered with t:eea and bush,
The grass wag?ﬁood three feat hig%, and made going very bad as one
got soaked with dew every morning, 'The dew is amazingly heavy -
looking at the country one wouid think from the drenched condition
of grass and foliage that thére had been deluges »f rain, We were
in the country of many waters - anotheér big difference from the

gissembi side of the ¥ipi - not an hour passed but We had & fair-
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81zed siream or river to negotlate, and a%/'uﬁ to datgf-briagea have
evidently come under the heading of unnecessary luxuries,” some of
them gave us a goosd deal »f tronbie, The Kipi itselrf 1s spanned by
a cable way; noIrmally this Blondin-Yooking arrangement 18 af good
thirty-five feet above the water, thongh during the big rains I am
assured one not unfrequentiy has to be dragged thrrugh the water -
in this ratio do African rivers rise, But, after all, this 1a oniy
on a par with 41ts other excesses, The cable certaiﬁly both 16013
and feels dangerous, 0Jne s8its on a hoard, lixe the seat of a swing,
suspended from the ocabie, and is hauled over, the cabie being hand
worxed, In spite of 1t2 insecure appearanc%; it was beiter than
erossing roaring torrents on a narrow, slippery, tree-trunk) or,
when even these primitive methods failed, wading up to your arm-pits.
The stireams weIre 80 rapid that where it was impossiblie to improvise
8 bridge we had to put a rope across for the porters to guide and
steady themselves by, Even 80, more than ane of my lo-ads got a
duckln%/ thongh fortunately nothing was 1-8%, These rivers caused
endless delays an our days!? marcnegf-and weo seldom got into camp
under seven hours, - I was so tired with hauling and directing that
T d1dn't feel much inclined to tackle further rivers in my search
of game, '

We reached Fort Fliot on the morning of the 1s5th, I had sent
one of the prlice ahead the day before ielling Ellis T was arriving,
and he most kindly rode omt to mest me with his spare pony as a
mount for myself, The station 18 very spiock and span, The Fort
1jes on the top of a ciroulay hily/ and the ground round the Port 18
woll cleared for a good mmdred yards in every direction, to prevent
its being rushed by the natives, The pnlice Yines and parade ground
are ontside the Fort on the South Biﬁﬂ;- the few Indian shops 1ie o
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the East; and well.xept native roade branch off in all dirsctions.
E111s maxes the natives keep these roads clean and mendnd, and he
tells me he has ail his rivers bridged - the natives bring in the
timber and stongg and Ellis n1maa1f.aoea the buiiding. The Fort is
about eighty yards square; 1t consists of a dry stone wall about
four feet six high/ outsldae which 18 & deep ditch ocomfortably strewed
with barbed wire, There are three bridges (just planks) into the
rort;..one at the main gate where the guard 1s; one 1eading to the
Police lines, and one to the servants' quarters and stables, which
are just outsidg,/but close to the Fort, 1Inside the Fort 13 Ellis's
house (which I am to share with him for the present, as the A.D.C.'s
house 18 in process of erection, between the Fort and the police
Lines) the officeg/fand the Gnard.room. It 48 well arranged and
veil kept, and the police are Jolly smart, E1lis is an absorutefy
tin god, and by Jovgt he has dones a 1ot here! It 18 an eye-opener
to see whati nhe gets through single-handed, He says he 18 a bit fed
up wWith over-workx and unaer-mannednes%/ ant he's Jjolly glad I've
come, He 1s & most interesting Chap, and though he doesn't talk
muc%,fthere 18 damn littzeﬂ he doesn't{ see, He has taken me round
the place himsalf( and nad the Chiefs up to see me, ant to eBplain
to them that.x am a second edition of himself - I only wish I were,
Gonirolled strength emanates from him - he inspires confiaencq/ and
he understands and loves the natives, They and the psiice Just wor-
. 8hip him., He has explained his native policy to me in detai;,rand
ne wants me to get used to dealing direct with the Chiefs, as in his
avsence many jocal matters must be setiled by me, The idea 18 fHT
me to get the hang of everything before he's off on hie next tour,
He talkeé to his men and the natives in exactly the right manner - he
is never famiiiar, but he shows his affection for and hie trust in
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them, The smallest may oome %o him for help, and his patience and
eonsideration for them are infinite, But ye godg/ when he has to
punigh! of course he's right - he says ynnishment 18 to teach, and
the only way you c¢an punish a primitive savage is through his feei-
ings., Makxe him really feel and he will remenmher, He never punishod
unless 1t§ necessary, but I'1l bet his lessons are not forgotten,
Gad, he has a tongue too - I'd be sorry to get the rowgh 8dge of 1i!
He harangued a piliceman found asieep on guard and the man positive-
1y curied up, He ceftainly showed that man the erxror of his ways,
and what might have resulted from his unforgivabie careressness,
The deirinquent was flogged (twenty-five tashed), put in the ohain-
gang for three months, and after this term dismissed the service,
Bil1is says there aie two sins ne never forgives - can't afford to
because either of them might mean entire destruction, or at ieast
1ndividnal loas of tife: Wo.i 18 a man asleop on guard, No.8 18 &
man throwing away his xoad on safarl, As a result of the latter,
Biiis himseif jost hig assistant. _The mrier who was carrying the
medicine chest threw il away, and Erplis wag/ in consequencey witiout
the means of dressing the said assistant's wounds, The poox wreloch
died of septic poisoning. Sin No. 1 may of course cause the station
or camp 1o be rushed and wipsd out, |

Anyhow I had to see the delinquent flogged, and I didn't 11xe 4t
one bit - 1t quite turned me uwp, The sickening thud of the hide whip
on the man's naked fiesh, and.swishing of the whip‘as 1t rose and
fe11, the mechanical counting of the biows as they were given, the
writhings of the wmtched man (he didn't make a sound though Ellis
tei11s me some of them scream the whole time) - the whole thing waa
beastly, Yot in spite of its beastliness I oan see that it 18 neges-
gary,.as the result of a discriminating Jvdgment.
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gnrisimas pay. Fort Eliot.

Here's a nice affair! Wnhile we were sitting at lunoh & runner
0amé in to gay that Gorporal‘gggz?gas been Xilled some thirty odd
mite8 from here, over towards the Sottal hiils, He was ont with a
couple of men to cail in an o0id Chief who 1ives ont there, What
oxactly hanpened Ellis can't find ont from the Tummer, who probably
aoes not xnow himseif, Ellis feeis pretty certain tnat>§§;§mhuat
have been playing the fool, either with some woman; oY po8sibly grab-
bing goats, Anyway, the worst of 1v 13 that he himselrf with twenty
police and a handful of porters jeft for the scene of aption within
two hours of getting thonews, and neré am I alane and 1on31;/fand vaxyr
sorry for myself. As & matter of faot I'm a gosd deal worried about
E1118 ~ he 18 far from fit though he says 1t 12 just the usual inter-
nal unset one always gets here (comfrrting iook out for me), The
water 18 rTotten, It seems eer, with the large and.rapid river our
water sunply 18 takxen from, but apparently all the fixth from the vi)-
1ages, the nativea/ and their herds, drains into the rivers and fouls
nost of them.

As a compromise El111s took a hammock with him, but I don't sup-
poSe he wiil use it, and one thing that's abssriutely certain 18 that
he won't spare himself, I feel pretty neipiess no» that ho has gone,
but I suppose I shall WorTy ajong somehow, The worst of 1t 18 that
F111is had ordered a meeting of the Chiefs for a couple of days hence -
they have been a bit spack abont their mt tax, and alaé about send-
ing in labour, and have got o got a mild siating. I _shail have %o
tacxie them now - a job I Bhan't be much good at, A orowd of natives
aiways seeme to get on my nerves (I have accepted the faot that I
. have got these very unpleasant things). For fome Teason or other
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T feer a3 if I had to defend myseif -~ té me the native attitude a)-
ways @eems an accusing one, and the siient, unwavering glsnces of a

mass of erjoured people quite puts me of f, T hate jooxing at them,

Degember 23th. Fori Eliot.

Well it's over, and from.what T can gather of the whole affair
I made zn ass of myseif, I wae sure I snauld{ becansge the night
before there was a beastly night atarym, I don't mind admitting I
was in & funk., 7T thought the natives had got wind of Eliis's absence
and wers atiacking the Fort, It seenmed gnite posaiblé - the Chiefs
xnew they were ordered in for a rowing, and 1t occurred to me they
were taxing the spportunity of getting a bit of their own back first,
The wWorst 5f 11 48 that T gave myselrf away, for when that heasily
alarm started T dashed sut of bed and barricaded all the drors and
windows, seized my rifie snd rewriver and preparsd to die hard, The
police a1l forred up ontside the house and waited for me to appear -
meanwhile I was eronching behind my bed, Thank god they couldn't
te1il what T was doing, and on hearing the Sergeant's wolce on the
veranden my panic abated, and I Was able to pull myeeif together
sufficientiy to open the Window and ask him what was wrong. I dydn't
dare t> go to the door because T had ynited the tabis in front of 152
and the men would have heard me dragging 1t away. The Sergeant seem-
ad surprised at my not coming out, but 1 to1d him I had besen sieep-
ing heaviliy having had a touneh of fever, and I exneéct he believed
this 1ast statement for my teeth were chattering andibly, It seems
that the atrarm was given by the guard on the cattie boma, A nyaeha
wag hanging round, and he thought i1t was at east a iroop of 1ions,
The Sergeant sald he was aiways oEtra careful when Ellis wag away,
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as 1t was most ifmportant not to allow the men to get slaok, I ocom~
mendeéd him and said as it waé nothing I would not ocome out. He waited
8 momént and then said that after an aiarm El1is always dismissed the
men himeelf, having first ascertained that they were ail present, Me
tabire was my undoing -~ I made & mental note that Whatever happened
in future I wouid never barricade the door, and I tord the Sergeant
that for this once he must dismiss the men himself,~as I did not feey
well enongh %o come out; He saluted silently, turned on nhis heel,
said a few words to the meq% and they all pattered off, They began
talking volubly as they fited out of the gate, and I uneasily felt
they were expressing their surprise at my non- appearance, Directly
fiience feii again, I orept into the Aining-room returned my rifie

%o the gun-raock,  and @& 2oftly as possible pulled the table from in
front of the door, While I was trying to get 1t into position some-~
one turned the handie of the door, and before I realized what was
00OUXTing my boy Hamis Was in the Toom, He was oarrying & hrioane
lamp, and by 1t8 1ight -~ the Yoom wis otherwise oniy iighted by the
lamp in my bedroom - I oaught a glance of surprise #nd ouriosity on
his face as he looked from me to the table. 1In an instant the 1ook
wasg gon3}<and he resumed his normal mask-lixe exproaaidn. Be told
me that Sergeant Mahomed had roused him saying I had fever and he

had bester come round and 869 to me, What should he de? Womd I
have some ted&, and wouid it not bve better if I returnsd t bedr The
table, as if pointing the finger of derison at me, stood defiantly
and obliquely across the Toom, I attempted no explanation, ejcepted
the offer of ted,, and went off to bed. Hamis having made the tea

and brought 1% with wonderfui despatch, curied himself wp in his
blanket and made his bed in my door-way, This unfortunateiry pre-
ojluded me from opening the shutters ( the windows were usually 211
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1eft wide open at night) and re-placing that vile dining XToom tabie,
¥hat Hamis thought of me and my goings I Aon't Xnow -« he was ap res-~
pectfully attentive as usual in the moming, asxed 1f I fert beties,
and suggested quinlna,wn1cn, to xeep up the idea of my fever, 1 took.
I was out for the seven o'cloock parade and felt pretty uncom-

fortable as I ran the gauniiet of a1l the men's eyes turned as one
pair upon me, and the fire of Mahomed's polite eénquiries as o my
naalﬁn. At 2,30 sharp, after I had had an hour in the 2ffice, ithe
Chiefs were assembled, and I reluncilantly made my way towards them.
During the whole of that preceding hang,—tne'din had been over-powar-
ing. BRach Chief brought his special body guard of spearmen, é&nd
these vied with one snother in singing (sn-cailed) and yelling,
stamning and shaking the metal beirls which hang at their kneo2 and
Tound their ankies, In passing the gate, the spearmen formed in
prancing, nhowling circles, and each mén deposited his spear and aword
Just inside the Fort, At big pRravers éf this sort no one is ajlow-
ed to ocarry arms: 'tnis 18 not only as a gnarantee of good faitn,
but because the warriors not infrequently go temporarily mad from
chewing mimosa bark, and in thie condition they invariably run amuok
Snd try and spear someone, |

" As I approached the seething arowd of natives, the spearmen all
raised their right arms above their heads and 16t out a hideous yell.
They looked horribie ~ their mattsed, grease-clogged wool hmng in &
fringe over their eyes; their naxed bodies wers smeared with red and
wnite paint; grotesque ornaments, ear-rings, armlets, and beills hung
from their duivering bodies; and they stamped, shuffiing from one
foot to the other, keeping time with their movements ae weil as with
the ascompanying bells and yellé. T wounld have given & good deal to
have been abie to turn back and bolt into the Fort, In time Y sup-



