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It was all very well for muriel to tel] me to keep a diary,and
ib write down my 1mprésaions of the people I meet and the pilages T
868, but 1t seems to me a pretiy hopeless tasx., For instance, the
people on tnis_boai are much the same as those one meets anywhere;—

- they may lank ﬁea1tnier, more sunburniy and as if they iived out of
doors ayways, and they strixe one as being morevhgbend§g¥g-and gseif-
Teliant. This desoriptien applies to the decent sort -~ thers are
others, confounded Young pups with swelled heads/ going out for the
first time’for Very young in the 8ervice. Tnere are of course iois
of Frenchyme, men, women and cnildren, all bemd for Madagasgoar,

The men are neariy all-iiﬂdﬁwuwz and are never out of their uniforms -
Buch uniferms too! Since we left Port Said they have a1l burst inte
¥hat they think 18 xhaxi - the favourite shade is mistard, but every
man 8uiis hie individual fancy, Al the same they are a very decent
erowd,aand mos8t of them have had a pretty tough time, The women
hardiy appea:%till We were safely in the Canal, since when they go
abont in shape)less cotton garments (I'm told they're garled peignol-

'Egs) and snn heimets, The children seream and fight all day, 1t's
aiffieult to ¥new to whom they belong as their emw parents complete~
1¥ ignore them, except when they fall on them once or twice a day to
give tnem'a Smacking-tney ajways dasérvo. A 1ot of the 1ittie wret-
¢hies lonk like half-—can_tes, not a bit 1ixe Jolly English xids,

Az to the-placea, well, I'm ne hand at deseriptiona, KEven a
Jonrnalist couldn't convey Port Said - 1t's a 1ittie bit of every-
"nere, and that 1ittle DAt 1s AiTty. Noise, smell and celour are
what striek me most, All the blacks, some of them drossed in their

fine netive togs and some of them in Piecadilly garmenta, jabbhep
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- English, Frenoh, any langnage at all, fThey all want you to ride
donkeys, (a1l the donkeys are called urs, LangirTy) buy osirich
feathers, eigarettes, and Turkish delight, and go to #8e the town
(81¢) with them!

After leaving ro®t Said ene's in 2 new Wworld - certainly the
hsaven and earth are hoth pretty different from anything one seses in
Burope, It rather gave me the blues, Miles and miles of paie yél-
low sand, lumpy sand making littre hills and vaileys, justi that and
nothing eise, Dreary, 4ry monotony ~ I was glad in get away from
it. The only living thing we Baw was a jackal, and he seemed starved
out - hé Binnd on the bank &and looked as if he would 1ixe to get on
boaxd, _

Diiboutsi 18 a2 atrip of eend with a post office, An Hoteyx, a few
Buropean houses, and a native town on it, The Somali's are fine
handsome men (loie of the xids have their hair « Wool ~ bleached
pals yellow) - they ilook a bit too arrogant, and they don't seem to
fancy the Frenchies, They behaved quite decently to ail ns English,
but they evidently suffer from swelled head, You osn get lois of
drinks (and filies) in Djiboutxé and the French are maxing & railiway,
All the aameg it's a Ggd~forsargen place,

Port Edward, September 10%h.

¥e gol nere at 8,30 yesterday morning, There was onity sea - Tne
Indian ocedn - bhetween Djibouti and this, It was uncommonly blue
and rather rough, not mueh "smiling" about it or mnst of the passeén-
gergs, The women were neariy all sick - they lay about'an decﬁ and
entirely disregarded the ejementary decencies, A Wratohod Doy went
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about with a mop and a paii of water all day, I actually heard one
Woman, a8 he passed, tell him to come back in five minutes, He was
fortunately punctunal, for he was badly needed, It was pretty dis-
gusting, but no one seemed to think anytning peculiar was going on,
and ail the Frenchipg,even the sick ones, managed to eat enormous
meais,

'I'm not sorry the voyage is over, though I quite ilked it.
one man I really iiked on board -~ a doctor, Irish, cailed o'Briem,
Ho Xnows the country inside out, and gave me iote of iipe, He aeéms
to have been everywhere snd done everything., 1In someé things he was
& trifie too imaginative for me, and his enthusiasm about.qatives
strnq; me a8 a bit ont of piace, He made oné remark I ocouldn't
fathoﬁ at ail - he said all peoplie who went to tropical Africa voiun.
tariiy were a bit queer otherwise they couldn't stand 1t. According
to him it 18 no piace for the absoiutely sane,- they take things too
1iterailly. Now I've always fancied myself absoiutely sane / yet I
can't see why I Shouldn't have come here., 1 eXpect sanity 1s Just
~ what's needed,

All this time I meant to describe my arrival ai Pori Edward, but
Somehow o'!'Brien would obtrude himself -~ I expect it's because I've
just said good-bye to him. He went off up couniry this morning to
some out-of-the-way station with & name I can't wriie or pronounce,

We dropped anchor in a reaily fine harbour, big enough ito hold
most of the British Pieet, The entrance 1s rather narrow but very
deep, Two corai reefs, one from the mainiand and the other from
the 18iand of Pembi, Irun out allong way, and maxe navigation a
rather tickiish affair. There's no pier,— oné iands on a mols, ana

Trows &-fair distance in small boats to reach 1it, We jucky Govern-
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mont off101a1g/ (sounds very BupeTior!) had all the dirty work of
the ocustoms etc, done for us by a transpoert man who met us and locok-
ed after everything - a very decent chap. He said he had arranged
for me to stay in the Poiice officer's buhgalow &s he (the Police

of f4c61) Xnew John whén he wae in the West Indles, 1It's a piece of
iuck for me, as though there are hoteis I was not oxactly arawmn to |
them after the 1urid accounts that had been given to me on bo&rd -
1t appears to be the custom for several visitors to use the Bame

bath water, among other simiiar trifles,

Cap =i

I'm being done top hole by HoDoris (aplabmmed-that-—ided and
conldn®t be in better hands. Roberts was in the Police 1ines ¥henm
I arrived, but everyining was Teady for me in his Dungalow - hot
tub, breaxfast, ete. His servants ("boys" they are called here) are
surprisingly effieient, and as the hoad boy Bpeakxs English theTe
were no difficnities, The houses are mosily one storey, and all the
Tonm8 open into one another - this iine of rooms 18 surrounded by a
1arge 1atticed verandah, which being the coolest and lightest place
18 invariadbiy used as a sitting room. The kitchen and the bo?*s'
; gnarters are separate buildingﬁ, at some 11ttie distance from the
bungalows, If you want anything you Just shouﬁ "Boy" and one of the
servants turns up. Bells are an unknown quantity - 8o 18 electrie
yight, »ll~lamps with punkah tops (the wind maxes these latter &
necessity) are the oniy method of lighting. Mosquito nets are de
rigueur, the moéquitoes swarm 4 particularly in the evenings y and
maxe even mosquito boots necessary,

Roberts turned up just vefare luneh, looking geaiﬁ-amart after
the ¥renchies on board, in his Xhaki uniform and dark biue patiles,
‘He's a decent sort and made me feel dquite at home, I must admitl



that I had not appreciated taking possession of another person's
nouso/ and ordering his servants about when I didn't know him from
Adam, He told me a gond deal I wanted to xnowf—f£irst, that being
an sdministrative officer I should have to 2tay hers on the ooant
for a fortnight to attend the courts and 1earn someéthing abont iegal
matters, It appears that once an administrative officer 18 in an
out Btatiori/ he has to do every mortal th:l.ns/ from building his owmn
nousﬁi apd.drilling tho Police/’to trying oages in Court, I Supposd
it 1a-é¥§£§§22 but it sounds a big oxder, After I have done my
time here I shall get my marching ordar%r,and then I s8hall know my
fate, If I do go up countrgyfnoberts says I ought to have a pony.
He approves of my guns though he says I anm not 1ixely to use my .450
except for elephant, rhino, or buffaro., I only hope I have the 1iuok
to go to a good game district, The taioes Roberts nas told me of
man-eating 1ions and rogue eiephants are enough lto raise the nhair
of " one's head,

After 1unch Roberts went to bed t111 two o'olock (apparentily
everybody dees this here) and then back to his Lines. He returned
a 1ittie after four o'olook, got into flanneis and took me off %o
the Sports Club to tea, Here I met a1} the rank and fashion of
port Edward, I forgot to say that one goes abont in smail oovered
troilies on wheels. A light, narrow-gagé line runs all ovexr the
island, énd the trollies are pushed by a couple of boys, They ocer-
tainly 4o 1iok along, It struck me as distincily dangerous, but
eaoh trolly has a brakg,»ana can therefore be stopped preily duick-~
1v. |

The sportslclub 48 4n the middie of enormous mango irees, &
very slap-up pavillion, plenty of tennis and badminton eourtg/'and

a good criocxet ground, Lois of people wers there, about a dozen

#s®
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ladies among them, some playing games and some looking on. Robexts
introduced me to a good number/ and to-morrow I 8hall have %o pay
some calls, In the morning I go to the sub-Cammissionexr's office

to see him, and in the afternmoon I have to o¢all on his wife and one
or two other people - Judges and so forth., I played a couple of seis
of tennis, No one seemed %o mind the heat - it's a fairly egquabile
temperature of about 84" day and night. TFortunately the monsoon
blows pretty hard most of the day, though they say the nighis are,
after about 10.30 p.m. very still, We had iced drinks in the
ravilion after we'd finished playing - the sun sets at 6 p.m, and
it's quite dark by 8,30 - and then toddled off to THE CLUB. This
~celebrated building 18 in the towmn, and most people, 1adies as well
as men, turn up there ati 8,30 every evening, and gossip and 4rink,
The ladies invade the reading ToOm, 80 reading isn't & posaibliity -
8till on the whole they don't seem to talk more than the men. A
b1iliard handioap was on and the row was terrific, everyone was im-
mensely excited over 13/ and gquite a lot.of money had been siakxed,
¥o one dines before eight o'clock, and most people don't 1eave the
glub t411 then, Roberts and I 4g;é£;&—u£f fairly earxly as he had a
counle of men to dinner and bridge, Ne didn't get to bed till pasi
midnight, Though I was dog tired,s it wasn't eaay to slesp, With
French windows and doors wide open, and nothing between oneself and
the black African night, the strangeness of 1t a1l kept me awake,
The sentry vadded up and domn on his naked feet, and somewhere far
away a drum was being beaten ~ a monotonous rythmgfioal saundfzpex-
pistent and unending that it really annoyed me, It beat and drummed
away in my head like some beastly insect, Just as I thought I had

got 1evel with 1t, a hyaena howled, 80 c¢lose that 1t sounded as Af
1t was on the verandah. It was a Vile noise, and it went onm, fortun-
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ately going further and furtner away, for quite a long time, ¥Vo
Booneér had I disposed of the druq,fand the hyaena had dispoged of
it revolting aelgf'and I got comfortably asieep than I was flung
wide awake again, This time 1{ was s bngle omll - the Aiarm, the
first time I had heard 1t in real earnest, It is a crawly affair -
talkx of a native drum, it's a chicken to the aiarm, Tt begins,
rises, falls, rises and never ends, and the damed thing sounds &s
1f 1t 1iseif were afraid and calling for help, Before the first
call was through Robérts wag ond, and patter, patter ocame bare foet
in evaryldireotion 1111 the whole force was aszsembled, Absolute
si1ence, just the olick of a rifie and the heavy breathing of the
men told they were there, but otherwise the black night might have
veen empty. of course I tumbled ont, but honestly I didn't 1ixe 1t -
it wae uncomfortable, In a few minutes Roberts came on the verandah
fuil of apologles - the Alarm had been pre-arranged; he had his sus-
picions that ceriain of the meﬁ were not sleeping in their quarters,
and wanted to catoh them out. in this way the culprits were dis-
covered, He had meant to tell me not to worry before we turned in
ete, oto. We stayed together for a few minutes ochatting after the
men had been dismissed, and then went off to our beds again, I
didnit sieep moch after this (it was 3 a,m, when the alarm went) as
the sitence which filled the empty compound seemed SoméhoWw moIe
bothering than £na previous noises, The fact 18 I was over-tired -

the newness of everything had thrown me out of gear,

september 18th,

The 1ast 4ays have been so fuil up that this wretched diary has
‘had to be 1eft on the sheif. 1 wish I could 1eave it there for good
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and a3l, but a promise 18 a promise even when 1t's a stupld oné ~ so.
here goes, .I did my duty by the sub-Commissioner and got ;;?tompo-
rary orders from him, My mornings are spent in the High Court,and
from two to four in the sub~Commissioner's office, where I am learn-
ing how to daraft d‘Spatchoc, keeﬁ files, and also the hundred and one
details of office worx, I 1ike 15, and I can't help hoping I shall
be 1eft here, After all, one does have 8ome gort of a time hexre -~
there are quite a e of decent people of both sexes, and one hadé
one's f111 of games, sailing, and target shooting. Somelhow, the
more I hear of up country 1ife, and life in out stations, the less

I 1ixe the idea of 1t, It ocan't be much of a catoh to be quite
alone, just with black people, or pérhaps with one ather white man,
miles away in the bush. The responsibilities of such a position,
when one knows 1ittle or nothing of tné country and natives, seenm

to me an wnfair demand.'

1'm rather brthered because the Sub-Commissioper told me. today
ne nad had a private letter from the Secrtiakia¥, saying I should
most 11kely be wanted up country. Anyhow it's nol mich good Worry-
4ng= if I'm ordered I have to gqubut I don't feel competent,
Fatives are such dqueer brutes, They 1nok &t one outl of their uncan-
nv.blaok and whiﬁe eyes, and seem to 2ee a1l onds peouliagitlen An
& few momenta, They are Jolly eute at understanding whai one means,
but a11 the time they seem to be taking one on trial - soTt of
woighing one in the bvalance, It's %o be hoped they won't find me
wanting. TI've been swatting a good deal at the lingoy and as I 4id
a eertain amount on board I'm not doing so badly. From 8ix to
eight every morning I have a teacher; he s81iis on the fioor of the
verandah and talks to me and I try to do the same to him. He's a

Tum sort of beggar, ne never appears to look ai mg,-but Af ever I
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look at him suddenly, I find his beady eyes fixed énquiringly on my
 face. If he hasn't made more of me than I have of n13/ he hasn't
got very far, I wonder how long 1% will take me to get used to the
gervants sneaxing abomt barefooted, Roberis has got me & very de-
scent boy - he's a quite first rate vaiet and has exeellent manners -
but somehow 1% aiways maxes me uncomfortable to find him suddenly

standing benind me just as if he had Tisen ont of the fioor without
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a sound, Just as I finished that remark I began {0 feel uneasy, and |

turning mv head half round I saw Hamis standing by the wardrobe, a
pile of weil brushed cinthes on nis arm, nis hand raised to open the
door, his eyes fixed on me, I'm offi

geptember 3ist,

Roberts and T don't see &= very mmoh of one another tneéé days -
new that I am wWorking togj we xoep more to ourselves, There has heen
quite a 1ot of going outy and I must 88y the people here seem Very
decent as weil 28 amazingly hospitable. I have been to dinners, teas,
bridge_parties, picsnics and a1l sorts of festivitses. The Womern-
xind dp mexe a difference, After living in A bachelor eatablishment,
where evervything is more or 1e88 anyhow, tn go into a pretiy veran_
dan or drawing-roomn, witn-oooy-%oeo ecarpets, oushions, and pictures,
and pem-28ahib &:n-l a daainty M 1ooking as cool &8 & ousumber,
makes a man want to ve married and have & pretty wife and home of
his owmn, All the aame I expect a good many of ihe women have a fair-
1y mouldy timeé?ut nere. Most people are not too well paid and lots
of them have ;*ig-at home, It must be pretiy beasily for a woman to
jeave her xids - it's a horrid idea, and when I have xids I won't



1ot anyone but myseif bring them up, Afrioca doesn't seem much of @
place for a family man. Roberta is a cynical felloWw -~ when I say
niee th;ngs about the wonen herg,»ne says they sre only decenti to
me because I've got money (I don'i suppose they even know this in-
teresting fact) that if I hadn't, they wWouid take no notice of me,
for as an Assistént Goiisctor I am of no importance and don't count,
He aiso says that before lfong one of them will want to attach me teo
herseif and trot me Toumt as her 1&8test young mén - her propsriy in
fact, According to him they all eXneui the men o maké love %o tnom,
and have no use for a man if he doesn't, I exrnect he has bLeen hard
nig/'and that's why he's oo gloomy. Anyway, I am quite sure the
naif dozen women I have mét are not that sort, They are sympathetiie
and naturai and taxe a real interest in ons's Work, Roberis says
the way the Wa.pussies (®a means "pcoplé" in the lingo ~ the'cat
people" 1s a fair transiationjas he cails them fight among themselves
18 typical, He says there's always some Yow on because Mrs, B, went
into dinner before Mrs,A, and that ihis is the sort of thing they
never forgive, though 1% stands to reason the hosis or hosiesses are
to biame and not the reviied individuai. The table of preeedénee,
he says, 18 their creéd, Tihils seems preily Irotien, and I'm sure is
an exaggeration. I have seen the women folk at the Sports (lub ahd
the cluyf ag well as in one anotherxr's houseg,—and they always seem
on the best of terms, Of course ons oocasionally hears ithem mekxing
rathser nointed remarks about someone ¥ho ien't there, but thé men
are mmch worse and the scandal they talx over their evening drinke
at the Cilub is reaily fairiy hair-rising. It 18 oretty obvious thati
certain of the héads of departments fanoy themselives to such a de-
gree that they don't even recognise that we of the smarl fry are in
existence. They merely talk to a few people of their own stanaing,



and ignore the resti, Natwrallg, the really decent men don't do this,
and many of the quite big pots benave as if they were nobodg,rand

heip one in overy poesible way.

gecigoher is L.

Tt 18 curiouns how time flies here seeing how 3like all the days
are.-One does the same things at the same time, one sces %the same
peopie - the only difference consists in one's own thoughts, These
are bound to change considerably, for as one got4 to xnow and under-
stand the 1ife and people bethr"one wncongcionsly revises one's
first impressions, I have gofigg own.rut noWy,ana I belong to 1t
all - I'm no longer an on-looker; I am & vpart, & small oné certainly,
of the complicated machinery of this country. I am beginning to find
my fDOt,'aﬁd T dontt get 8o :;;gggd when important looking people
come into £ne office and ésx all sorts of impossidble conundrums,

Tt seeme more 1ikely I shall he i1eft here for a time, My fort-
night in the Courts is well over, and, Bo far, there has been no
nint of my move, The Sub-Commiesioner says that if I am 18t here
ne will send me out to travei in the aistrict next month., The P, W,D,
(public Works Department) man has to go down the enast to inspect
puildings, and I am to go with him and rub tne viieness of the rTosds
and the absence of bridges int~ his thiok head, The idea here is
that the P.W.D. makxe the roads and the natives of the districts
tnrough which the Toads Tun keep them clean and repaired. So far the
P.¥.D. haven't bothered to make ihe roads/ 8o inter-commnications

18 pretty difficult especially during the rains,
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Qctober 101th.

Five days ago the Admiral arrived on his blessed Flagehip _ the
teiroe” came along too as a sort of escort, We have been having &
nigh 614 time in consequence, Luckily I'm for it all, a8 I act as
a Sub-Commissioners A.D.C. so get asxed to everything, A lot of
the officers including the Admiral have gone up country shooting.
They went off in a special yesterday, but there are quite enongh
officers over %o keep us pretty busy looking afterltnem. Befare
the Admiral and Co 1eft we had oricket, sailing and shooting mat-
ches, and the Admiral gave a big dinner and At Home, On his return
the Club 18 going to give a dance, All the ladles have come out in
their smartest frooks, and there is great competition as to who can
give the smartest tea at the Sports Club, The sald 1adies are hav-

ke Hreon Coves =
ing a=3ariy-—peoot) tim 8Te are so few of them compared with the

meén, that they (even the unatiractive ones) are very much in requeat.

Qcotober 26th,  In Hospital.

T have had a horrid bit of bad luck -~ &t one of the numerous
pie=nics given the lobster saled was made of tins, and I, and quite
a number of other peoplé got piomaine poieoning. ¥No one was really
bad oxcept myserf, I must have got the most tinny bit, and for a
couple of days the @octor seemed to think T was likely to be irans-
1ated, The pain vas so vile I didn't seem to think of snything else-
not that I want to be smifed out; I don't, I have onliy just begun
things, and the awkward narTt about 1t is one doesn't even kmow whe-
ther 1t womid be spuffing out, I mat frankly state I 1ike this
wicked worlq,-and have no 1eanings towards another either better or

woree,



gotober 87th. Still in Hospital.

T couldn't even go to the CIub dance 1ast night. Roberis has
been in and told me 1t was quite successful but that the supper 1eft
a good deal to be desired, He is apt to think rather too much of
~ His Little Mary. I wish I hadn't %o think of mine 80 much these
days, tui 11's been much en evidence. I wish O'Brien were here to
100k after me; the lpcai medicine man, Rogers, is very gloomy about
everything, oneself in partioular. He says this 18 a wretched coun-
try, ohock-a-block with the very woral diseases xnown, tropiocal and
otherwise, and he oan't understand why we are not all dead, He
stands by one's bed looking as if he expected oneé to pop off at any
moment, - seema rather disappointed when one docesn't,

There is & German trader with Blackwater fever in the next ward

4o mine - he's dying pOOT chap.

gotober 3atn. Roberts'! bungalow again.

The Blackwater man and I both left hospital today - he died at
midnight yesterday and was buried at & a.m. I didn't reave till
after lunch. That pooT German hated dying, and for Ebout two hours
he was begging them to Bave nig,/and ¢rying 1ixe a g&z& It quite
turned me up, as I gouldn't heip hearing most of what weni on. KHe
begged them in broken English to at him on board a German boat in
the narboulykana jet him go home to the Fatheriand. Sister Allce
was the only on® he seemdd io wangf'ann he kept her tnare’fn01d1ng
her hands and entreating her to help him, As the night wore on he
got weaxer and weaker and finally died quite quietly. After pooX
éister Alice had done all there was to do she came in to me and

broke down completeiy. She sald so many peoplée had died 1ateiy
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that she was going ali to pleces, I feltl a bit.tnat way myself -
1% 48n't mich of a catch to be a nurse in a place like thls where
you knmow all yonT patients personally, and when oneé dies you lo8e
a friend as weli.

Jovepber 4th.

My ¥neill has strucx, I have got to go up couniry., Wo orders
as %o wnero,fbut T am to proceed to Kissimbi at once. My final
orders will be issned after I have seen H,E, I am very sick about
1%, but the general opinion 18 that I am a 1ucky dog. As a matter of
fact the medicine man says I need a change - I've been & préttv fasir
work Since my poisoning. For the first time in my 1ife I have been
depreaseq, and T don't seem able to shake myself free from all soris
of queer feelings and thoughts, That dying German erying, and then
the nails being driven into his coffin, the actual bump of the coffim
at the corner of the verandah staircase, tne'exolamations of the boys
carrying it, and finally the trolly rumbling off, the noise geiting
fainter and fainter in the distance -~ I suppose it 18 because I was
Bick myself at the time, Everyone says this country is all right if
you are wely/'but 1% gets on your nerves when you are seedy, It

has got on mine right enough.

Eovember 9th. Kilssembl.

Here I am in the highlands, and so far I don't yet know ihﬂthﬂr
T am to remain at Kissembi or to be sent off into the wirds, The
journey from the coast here takes about tn1rtv houra, One leaves
Pembi €arly one morning,fand arrives here hy mid-day the nexi day.

Everyone told me I ought to have quite a ciean journey, as the rains



are on, hut when we had got about forty miles from the coast the
whole country was as dry as & bons, and there Wers no signe that it
‘nad ever rained in its 1ife until we were within thirty miles of
Kissembi,

ey gave me & top-hole send off from the station at pembi;
1'm sorry to have 1eft them and the coast, I Teel sort of out off
from everything, and this means beginning ail over again with work
as werl as with friends, |

Notwithstanding the dirt, I thoroughly enjoyed the journey, The
raiiway carriages are not the most comfortable I've ever struck, and
the lighting arrangements (wretched stinking oil lamps which go out
a)together after about two hours) are too Totten for words. You take
your ovn bedding, and while you are ét dimmer in a 48k bungalow at
a station about & hmmdared miles from the coasﬁrvour voy ;z;:?in and
makes your bed, Food, of sortis, 1m provided ai a8k bungalows at the
hours the train is suppossed to be there - and luckily We were up to
time, I am told that if there's & wash-out or an}thing to delray the
train, sueh as a rhino charging it, you get no food at all. Ag lixe-
1y as not you reach the dinner place at midnight and the breakxfast
place at 8 p,m. The moral of this 1%//a1ways take a plentiful sup-
ply of both.ésgg and drink with you, The sountry through which we
passed 1s abont tho*Z::;;;:: you oould strixe, Fifteen miies from
the coast a1l the amazing luxuriance of that belt siops - just as ko
1t had hewon sliced off with a xnife -~ and the £nree hundred and odd
miles of the rest of the journey you don't see a trace of fertilify
5? any sort, except Just aiong the banks of the few rivers, For
some time there was nothing but coarae grass dotted with weird look-
ing fiat-topped inern trees - then graduaily there was 1ess grass
and more thorn trees, till one suddenly found oneseif in a tangied
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wilderness of distorted, laafleae/'troea and bush. It Looks as if
neither mannor beast could poassibly find a way through 1%, and yet
very few years ago every single caravan that went up-country had to
£1ght through the seventy odd miles of this wateriess and evil-look"
ing wiirderness, PooTr deviis, lots of them never arrived but died a
hideous death, eventually driven mag from thirst and dying by agon-
ised inches, I am told that the old caravan road 1is atrowéa.witn
the bleached bones of those who fell by the way. Onoe you fell sick
or wandered from the ribbon-like trail yon were done for, Your com-
panions were poweriess to help you; of neceasity 1t had %o be each
“man for himself, -~ and the devil did indeed take the hindermest.
The horras and hardships of those pioneer days were rubbed into me
as we puffed and groaned through this hideous tract of eountry. It
1ay in unbroxen waves of cojouriess grey-thoxns, a brazen blue sky
above it, and the burning brick-red earth - every biade of grass
burnt and gone - beiow it, After some honrs, faint blue blurs
showedup in the distance; these were the hills from Whenoe.eame
help in the oid days., The water-holes lie high up on theseée hills,
but these were dried out during some droaaful'aeasons, and the cara-
van had to drag itself enotnﬂftwenty miles before the river was
reached, If one realizes in any degree what all this meant it
makes one feel nretty sick, The amazing thing is that numbers of
quite ordinary men have been through without apparently ithinking
anything of i1t - or themseives, I suppose most humans have iatent
poBsibilities for achievement or faliure that they know nothing of
t111 they are vut to the test,

It was s rerief to wake up in the morning and find oneseif in
more natural surroundings, Green hliils, green grass, gresen itIses -

not the green of the coast, and not anything partioularly beauntiful,



but anyway 1t wag fairly ordinary., Juet &fter sunrise I saw my
first big game - a hexd of thirteen giraffe, They were c¢lose to the
1ine s8¢0 I could stare my £1i} at them, and by Jove, I 4id! Suoh
.monsters and 80 ungainlg/witn their huge long necks and s8illy-look~
ing 1ittle heads on top. Thev looked exactly as if they were waitlirng
to be marched into the ark, By degrees the hiils melted to the out~
8ide sdge of the horizon, the irees grew fewer and fewer and finally
dgmypearsd altogether, the grass, close and green, filled up the
whole 8pace in every direction; Just endliess roiling plains, and on
these plains a whole world of beasts - not hundreds but thousands of
them, Great herds of sieek, fat zebra, stamping, barking, and toe-
sing their painted-looking heads; countiess £irings of wncouth
Wildebeeste, gaébolling along in single file, their heads &own and
their tales twirling round and Tound lixe flails; Hundreds of
bright-red, long-headed hartebeeste; numbers of the graceful Grant's
gazelle, and even greater mumbers of Tnompsoﬁh gazelle, their iittie
white-lined tails wagging nnoeasingly, Occasionally a herd of water-
buck stood out, aimoat black, and looking very like atags; or a
group of ewmyy Impallah were motionless for a moment before breax-
ing into a series of the most graceful leaps and bounds, a running
1line of red against the more sombre colouring of the other beasis,

It 48 a sportman's paradise, and to see these animals wandering
about wild and happy, when 1ill now one has only seen a few sad and
mangy-looking specimens in %2oos or Museums, 18 the most wonderful
thing in the worid, These plains rum right up to Kissembi, in faet
vart of xigsembi is tuilt on them, and the beasts not infrequentiy
wandexr into the town ~nd into private gardens, I had the iuck te
fsae two rhino, tmt not near enough to get any 1mpren?10n'otno: than
of two moving black blots, I must got out for a shont beforé I am
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mich ~ider, but curisusly ennugh No oné I have met here so far meens

- V8YV Réen,

November 3oth. Kigsembi.
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" 1 nave shot my f£irst beast - only an ugliy 1antern-3awed‘01d
harteveeste, but I fee) as pleased with myself as Af I had domed
haif a dnzen elepnantg/ and @& rhino or two. No one who ngsn't shot
big game knows anything about 1% - the cgmplate'plaasure_of Tirst
- using your brains in laying vour plans for stalking yﬂur animal, the
.1ntense physical pleasure (tnough 1ts damned uncomfortable reaity)
of the stalkx, and the ogézﬁzzg-ﬁriﬁmpn when, answering to the thud of

your bullet, the animal drops dead. Well, miné was quite an oxdina-

Ty gffair, but all the same 1tdwas an era-making porformance for me,
I gnt Wallier (a‘snldier,aan) i g; with me/ as he knows the ground
well. Instead of making for the plains we out back to & broken
trgot of country 1lying between Kissembi nhill and a range of hilis

inown to the natives as the "Five Fingers",
These Five Fingers are visible at an ineredible distance anq/fwnar-
ever they are seen froﬁ/'tney appear to hang over Kissembl like a
hand uplifted in protest, Here there was 2 certain amount of cover,
~ ana after walking sharply for about half an noui we saw what looked
1ixe a herd of animals behind a thin screen of trees an a smaly Opan
plain beyond, Walrler siiently méntioned me to take my rifie, and

to our gun beaver and the porters (these iatier were to carry back
the meat) to squiat down and remain where they were, He and I pro-
geeded warily to the edge of the trees, from behind whioh Wallex
examined the quietiy grazing hext to see which was the best head,
Having decided this knotty poing/ he showed me my line of siailx,



(For my om satisfaction I must say it was what I had decided on
myself while he was watching the nexd), I was to crawl aboutl sixty
yards to the ocover of an ant-hiil - the Almighty in maxing these
otherwise coveriess plains has fortunately strewn numbers »f ant-
hills over them, or shooting would be impossible - arrived there I
was to 1ie quite stili %11l I had resovered my wlng,‘and felt as
pteady a8 a Tock. I Was then to raise myself silenily and cautious- '
1y to a sitting position, fire Wwith my 100 yards sight up, and aim
at where the beast's foreisg joined its body. Waller told me to bhe
gure to keep my hat (a wide-brimmed teral) on, as the animals Trecog-
nise the un-oovered nead of a human as such, since the natives 8el-
dom cover their heeds, He told me he had often bagged a heast quitle
unexpoectedly in this wag/fbecause 1% stopped and watched him, not
recognising, owing to his hati, thal he was A man, Weirl, I gripped my
rifie tight, lay down and wriggled off for my ant-nili. of course
ny heart was thumping like mad, and equally of course I wriggled
much too fast, for after I had gone abont twenty vards I was so Dlowmn
that T had te 1ie still and recover a bit., I noticed dubing this
;.ntar‘val that I wasmwith ticks ~ 1iterally hundreds of them,
of all sorts and sizes, After I had got my Wind I continued mueh
8lower, and in what seemed like at ieast tWo hours I found I'd fet-
oched up all right at tne'ant-neap. I took & gnod 1ong rest, then
examined my rifre to see that it was o.X. and finally, when there was
ne further exeuse for any delay, I raised myself very sloWly to the
desired sitting podition, I very nearly bossed ihe whole thing
pecause I found another heastly naré%eeste, a good bit nearex tﬁan ny
qnap, staring hard at me, and I was almost flustered into piffing
‘off at him, However, I pulled up in time, and having spotted my
peast I obeyed Wairer's orders, though I don't mind confessing I
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thought they were all Wrong both as regards distance and the place
to aim at. After holding on till I felt 1ixe ihe Rock of Ages I
pulled the trigger, I made sure I nad missed, but when I had col~-
leoted myself 3 bit 1 saw a red mass strugsling on the gronn%/'and
the rest of the herd loping away as hard as they could lick. warier
waved to the men, and directly I realized my beasi Wwas down I rushed
médily at him., It may have been stupid to feel as delighted 3a T did-
T fe1t as if I had accomplished one of the finest acts in the world,
Mty ghn-bearer was up and had cut the beast's throat (Mahomedans
won't touch meat unliess the animai has had its throat out in the
prescribed manner, 3o there!'s always a Trush to arrive and do the
entting before the 1ast kick is out of the animal). Before I real-
1264 what he was 8bout, and in an incredibly 2hort time, the beast
was akiiifully exinned, cut up, and each porter had his load ready
tn carry back, Por ene horrid moment, as the gun-bearer rushed at
the animal brandishing hisknife and yelling with jov, I thought he
was omming for me@ - why I can't think, and I went quite sick, I
Bipnode 1t was the reaction of my Swn excitement, Anyway 1t was
nggé-boaatlv. It gave me such & start that I was within an ace of
raliging my rifie and firing at the man, Thank God I did't 40 this,
Anything more awful than killing & man in ¢old 1004 X can't imagine,
and an innocent man toc.rﬂot 88 10ng ago a ferlow did shoot one of
his Own men much in this way - he had got Jumpy with being aione t00
10ng, 8% a native, as he thought, prowiing round his house at ausk,
and 1008ed off and killed his man stone dead, It proved té be one
of his police who had been retumming some too0ls 10 the store., The
wnite man was 80 out up he 1sft the Service,

T 1earnt that your gun-bearegj and the man who does the throat
outting business have & special right t0 certain portidns of the



