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was to accompany itﬁ and’after matters had been satisfactorily
settled with the Euthorites, he would return with Harvey to Idda.

That night Cox went down with a touch of the sun. The return
to Bairan was thus delayed, as it was thought better for him to rest
in the cool quliet of the palm hut{.than be carried along in an im-
provised hammock in the sun. Said bin Ali assured them that thrse
or four days would put Cox on his feet agaig)and advoecated complete
quiet in the interval.

dnen Ceanelor> 5)

Meanwhile the forest pulled Harveyli he could not keep out of
it, and when Cox was resting)héj%%%%er off, Paul in attendance, and
linger on its edges ,or -$ue¥ enter the outer fringe of trees. He
wasg & keen shot, and as guinea fowl, partriiégs,gnd amall buqk abound-
ed, he seldom came bdack empty-handed. Said}ﬁﬁg%; his head over these
‘fhe spell that the forest had

expeditions;
woven roundjzzgqgas 80 potent & lure that 1t would surely draw him
on to his undoing. Would not the forest spirits take payment in
full for thess intrusions? is Said bin All became more anxious,
Harvey became bolder; he had a peculliar feeling of elation when-
ever he entered the forest, and of depression and restlessness when
he was away from it.

On the fourth day Cox was so much better that the return Jour-
ney was fixed for the next morning. They arranged to carry him at
first, and to start early in order to avoild the sun. Everyone was
excited and busy: the head man was buying food from the Watives, the

porters were wagshing and mending their olothes, the servants wers

paoking their master's belongings. Cheerful noise and bustle pre-
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vailed, and it was not until the boy announced #haét lunch wee
»eedy that Cox realised.éia# Harvey was not in camp. Upon
being questioned, one of the porters stated that "a long time
ego” and "quite early” he had seen Harvey and Paul,both carry-
ing guns,disappear down the forest path. Cox, hearing this
atatameﬁt)experienced a sudden feeling of irritable anxlety.
He had imperceptibly become affected by the superstitions of
the locality, and he did not like Harvey's persistent return
to and wanderings in the forest. He wﬁited half an hour and
then lunched alone. After lunch and his siesta he sent for
Said fin Ali and told him of Harvey's adsence, &sking if any-
thing could be done. Said himself enguired of the porter as
to the exact time of Har#ey's departure, and his face beocame
anxious and t{oubled when he realized how long the two men
had besn absent. As he returned to Cox and was about to
speak to him a shot rang out - a shot from the direction of
the danger zone. Before either of them could comment on this,
another shot followed, and then & positive fusgilade, each
shot tumbling over the last - two guns shooting as fast as
they could re-load. Cox sprang to his feet, now genuinely
alarmed,and he and Said looked at one another speechless,
afraid to give uttersnce to what was in their minds. One
purpose they had in common, and that was to follow ;:E;££2£E%-

in the direction of the shots, and to help - help they knew was

needsd. A few of the bolder men and the policemen announced
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theii determination of going too; and the party hurriedly
sollected guns and busk knives, a yaoht signalling pistol of
Harvey's, andlgt Said's suggestion, all the available lanterns
o? the oamp. A whisky flask and blanket were added by Cox.
Thus equippednjhe party, fear tugging at their hearts, set out.
An occasional shot could still be heard,and the path was easy
to follow. Harvey and Paul's daily wanderings had sevidently

been in the one forbidden direction, as the treck was well

- //‘
Realizing that this was

- %
the last day,iﬁgiéade up his mind to spend it in the forest;

and almost unconsciously he decided to penetrate to the hidden

-_—— e e e _—
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Tity. He had previously reached its broken walls and tumbling
gateways,qnd he was overwhelmed with the desire to enter — to
enter the unknown}and fa0e and defy the spirits who guarded the
green sisles of his beloved forest kingdom. He had & super-
stitious feeling that if he could once accomplish this and
return safely from his gueet,the spirits would recognise his
superior strength and would bow before him, acknowledging him
to be fheir'ﬂmster. He never doubted the presence of the
spirits, though whether they possessed visible shapes and forms,
or whether they were merely & malign influence, he neither knew
nor oared. They were there, and he felt if he could confroat
and dominate themﬂitheir ban would be for ever broken and

removed from the forest.
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He was well prepared even for violence; he and Paul each

carried a -twe-!:;-bore shot gun, with a hundred cartridges

apiece; | and Harvey himself also had a small Colte policerrevolvex_;
its six chambers.weme loaded and he—staffed an extra handful

of cartridges inf¢ hie pocket. 1In sddition he carried three bluse
lights,z for he meant, if possidle, after facing the spiﬂ:ts{ to
burn down their hannta,/é‘fﬁ)a i’inallyf(exterminlte them andlrdes-

troy their habitation. Full of confidence, his decislom %o |
face matters had 1ifted a2 weight from Harvey's mind.//-!'!rﬂ-wns

WW

They reached the Msin gateway of the hidden Tity without

mc.m«.a . f6){‘46£¢
dbffioulty; though the bush was thick and c¢lose-~growing
: wrllamls Hlffecnl (S -

it was easy to break,and they -eesiiy forced & passage through it

I'4

It certainly was an Lerie proceeding, so 1little could be seen

in advance. Grey stone walls embedded in greenory,{ rose suddenly
before them, blocking the way; trees, leaves, stems, mosses,
grasses of all sorts and si:es@ and,‘buriad among them,houses
whose windows gaped,!zand whose doors were no more; fretted
minarets and turrets; wide verandahs, and yawning wells - an

- arnel
enchanted ‘a'itad. done to dea?ﬁlby the encroaching

b waves of the green forest. Silence was everywhere. Signs |
amne. Rumese occupabinn el g
of %ke—Ttvirg were -;oa.e:l.bl-o: a couple of jars stood at the well, -

a
and on %he door-step, & grinding stone, or native stool of the

house-holder. But no 1ife stirred --— a dim, pale green light i
pervaded everything las in the dep&s of the sea\through which
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no sunbeam penetrated. Hanging over all, and increasing the
deeper they entered, was a curious alf-—eweet. yet fotid
odour. Harvey recognized, but could not place it. It was some
animsl smell, some smell connected with age, decay and darknese, w
Pvery time it eluded him, and 1% was not until he turned to Paul
and asked him if he knew what it was, and Paul laconiecally rgplied
"Bats" that remembrance flooded his mind. Batse, of&‘a";‘aeﬁi
-m—ktﬂ- but where were they? “There was no sign of any living
thing, in either the trees or the buildings, and the silence was
profound. /Ia.rvey had been careful to cut the path of their
1ngrass%so that egrsss should be possible 1f flight beoame necen-
sary. Both he and Paul faelt uneaay(taeonb-i-ne& dim, queer light,
the silenoe.ﬁ and )a‘bove a2ll ,the pervading odour,shocak them. They
found themselves walgjng on tip toegand their voices sank to
whispers. aul wee=-1in ront ,beating down the grass and bushes

e =
with the flat of his knife, suddenly &e found #rimself in a

cleared opening - a space some seventy yards square, and yawning

1:1 hard enmipenecpfs 0 « e Lo
with great black pit-holes. -neevey—éeiﬁoi—gin-a¢}§53";onth of

w6 2 mal APl
the largest bole,which appeared %o go straight downah:dﬁ&-nmly_

It was not a well, for there was no masonry surrounding 1%,
1&“95 it was}biﬁrogﬁlarly shaped.%and about twenty feet aoross.
Here the smell was definitely locatedrg it poured upwards,
almost visibly out of the dark depths of the holess Whatever
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had been, ?hese_hgles pust nqw_be_the habitation of vats. From

far, far-%i$g; came & scuffling, shambling noise,and faintly

also the shrill chattering of bat volces. Suddenly it xubhed-Camc
into Harvey's mind that Said bin Ali's spirite must be these‘bats;
the wave of horrid smell, the rushing wings, and the @ark Ciﬁé?&’
form which dropped on the dead man. 0f course Saiéh't;'cken with
sear, E5E hotors e evenpntered the hidden Tity,with the vivid
imagination‘ of 8 coloured man had visualized and distorted what
Teally lwas easy of explsration. Unexpectedly to find 1life in
this ocity of the dead, had obviously unhinged Said. But what of
the three friends who never emerged again? What of the dead man
with his torn throat? Whet of the wounded and etricken companion
who died imbecile and in agony in the native village? These
qqpstions pushed themselves to the front and demanded answarsvéy
:2& arvey stood silent, his thoughtsrushing round in a circle,
Paul wandered away and approached the second great hole. He
1ifted a stone from the ground and dropped it down the black
mouth..... fThe muffled thud of the stone s it struck the soft
black earth was instantaneously followed by a series of angry
goresms. The whole underworld sprang into sudden 1life and sound.
A8 Harvey, realiging that whatever lived in the holes had beon
effectually aroused into hostile activity)pulled himaself out of
his musings and turned towards Paul, he was struck numb with

. ktZ&M
borror. Emerging from the black abyss was an object herrible to

a donls Hack head
behold; (wi & long sharp nose, glaring red eyes,and enormous
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ears, two long pointed teeth protruding from <+be~dark blue lips,
was showing in the mouth of the pitfk°"¥ﬁia$§32594 t0 be suspen-
ded in the air, but no sooner had it seen Paul ,who stood stook-
still, rooted to the ground with terror, than 1% dropped out of
eight again. Its deBcent to the underworld was not of long
duration, but it did not return alone - hesd after head of
horrid ferocity and ugliness appeared where the one had been, and
finally one great beast dragged itself over the rim and floun-
dered on to the groumnd. It appeared to be about three feet
long, and it suddenly w»edsed-end polsed itself on sn enormous
pair of wings, rising abou£ twelve feet in the eir and henging
1ike an evil cloud above Paul. Harvey, seeing what was about
to happeh, dashed forwardiigeizaffPaul-.ai dragged him ﬁack-
wards. Before they could gain the shelter of the bush, the
great bat with an angry snarl of disappointment, swoéped down-
wards at them. It struck Paul heavily on one side, but Harvey
wag too guiok for 1t raising his gun he fired point blank
as it was about to descend on Paul. The bat's screans of
fury turned to screams of anguish - 1t felf:??is wings out-
spread)itu teeth biting and tearing at the gronnd.' The heads
which had remained at the pit's mouth silently watching until
now, with one accord pulled themselves into activity,ewi-6-

a~ Ll sighin Ak wcend raqc Saxpin (g mms
Wﬂfag;gi;air comrade hurt and dying,ﬂ:o-iﬁﬂd-ﬂgh- e C;A“

i
“SBRGe, andzgado in a body, some flying,some scrambling along
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the ground, for the spol where Harvey end Paul stood. Ferdu—
4nﬂnﬂsxxie two men managed to reach the shelter of the trees
before the onslaught, and once under the thickly interwoven
branches, the bats could no longer use their winga.ﬁ fheir
f(g;EE;;;h;§;§t§§EP§EZIEIi§§t-i.inareaaing every moment; they
gwarmed out of the earth like ants}and mOVﬁﬁiézgif-owawling,
half running,at a surprising pace. Earvey(fEEIIggd that the

/ .
onge chance of escape lay in preventing himself and Paul from

being surrounded. The path behind them was fairly open, and
1f they could succeed in moving down it, side by side and
backwards, using their guns 88 they retreated, they might_keap
their enemies at bay till they reached the open ground on the
other side of the city walls. -Uanfertunebely Paul ha.ﬂfL een
geriously wounded by the blow from the bat, and though he
could move along, he could only do so slowly and painfully.
Harvey, therefore, bade Pawl get behind him and proceed down
the path as best he could, while he himself fired in gquiek
suoccession at the wave of on-coming beasta. The shooting had
roused the bats to greater ferocity and determination, #£e® an<

though some of them stopped to rend and eat their dead and

dying companions, the majority doggedly'fbllowed up the men.
{Even now there was & chance,for the path was narrow, the
gsurrounding bush was thick, and Harvey was a good shot. They
were almost at the goteway —safety was in aight,.ght what
spelt safety spelt danger alsol the busk was leas dense,thes
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path was no longer the only means of egress. Harvey, every
faculty strained in keeping the advancing maps &t bay, fajiled
to notice two bats which had separated themselveﬁ from the
nerd, breeping and wriggling through the thinning baagj they
gained the path ahead of Paul, who was palnfully stumbling
forward, now dropping to rest a moment, now covering a few
yarde of ground. He had just reached the more open space by
the gateway when he was seized and enveloped in a mass of soft
and.evil-lmelling-darkness. Two great winge were locked
around him, and ke was flung backwards. A wave of dread
swamped him, and he only found strength to call "Master” as
he went under. Harvey turned to the ory in time to 8ee what
he felt must be the end of Paul. He made 8 supreme effort to
gave his faithful servant, turned his back on the path and
fired at the bat which was holding Paul down, not knowing that
a peocond waited to tske its companioﬁi place. Instantly,as
Harvey turned his back, the mass of bats Jerked forward after
him, and as he reached the gateway &and his fallen servant,they
surrounded him on all sides, their grinning Jaws foaning with
expectation, thelr hungry eyes fixipp-and gloating on their
now certaln prey. Harvey still pressing backwards, was
engulphed and over-whelmed. -~ - ~ =~ ~ =~ = = =~ = ~ =

During these happenings, and from the time that the
shooting had apnounced certain but undefined danger, Cox and
Said bin Ali and the m#iﬁ body of the men bad been advanoing
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asg rapidly a8 they could. And almost at the momentithat,‘
Harvey was borne to earth, Cox and Said bin Ali entered the
gateway. Had it not been for the presence of a white man,

Said would have turned and fled at the ghastly éight which
presented itself,before them. Harvey lay on his back to all
appearances dead,.his arme spread wide, his gun still clutched
in one hand. The bats were evidently decidinglwhose pPrey he was,
for some of them were sitting stealthily watching him and the
ro8t were fighting vieciously with one another. Paul was hidden
under & dense black mound.a mound which moved and struggled
and screamed -ari—iadicsiedwhose—ho—lay.

S0 engrossed were the bats with their foul orgy and their'
fightings, that the rescue party remained unobserved. Cox in
8ilent pantomime gave orders for a general onslaught,and
before the men had time to realize thelir own fear, they were
dashing through the gateway to save their fallen Mhster. Taken
completedy by surprise, and terrified by the numbers and noise,

the derk herd plunged towards the refuge of the trees, traméing
on and biting one another as they went. Even Paul's mutilated
body was deserted.-ﬁndrﬁkthout & 8econd's hesitation, Harvey
and he were lifted up and carried into safety outside the
Tity's walls. Once outeide,it was possible to ascertain the

state 0f the victims. Peul—mwes—guitedesd— fhe flesh mas hnel bou
Pacls ,
itonerly stripped from dés bones: 1ittle more than a skeleton
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remained of what only & few moments before had been a living.

moving human being.
(Harvey appeered to be unhurt, bdbut mn raising him to force

some whisky down his throat, a dark bdlood stain showed at the
base of his spine. OCox hastily cut away the coat and shirt,
and fourd four deep incisions. The attack had evidently been
from the back, end though his heart still beat, his friend Imew
that death was imminent, for the spine had been actuslly pierced.
Tenderly they 1lifted him into the blankotq%pf which an improvised
hammock had been made, and in silence they carried him back to
oamp.‘4%is the procession was starting Sald ﬁin Ali re-entered
the fatal gateway; he had previously deputed one of his porters
to cut and collect dry grass and sticks, and these he piled on
the spot where Harvey had fallen. Pouring the oil from one of
the lamps on to the a2lready inflammable mass, he set a light to
it. The wind was blowing steadily from the gateway towards the
hidden oityg_and the undergrowth was 4ry. In a few moments &
fierce crackling followed,and flames foroed their way upwards.
AB the grief-stricken party slowly wournd away from the gateway,
the flamee rose and spread towards the hidden horror. Goluﬁg
of smoke blackened the air and here and there an eddy of fire
leapt into sight. Suddenly & loud roar announced that the
trees a8 well as the underggowth were burning.

The guardians of tﬂ:'forest were &oomed. One white man

had fallen & victim, but through his death the way had been
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1inally cleared for othersvtreading in his footlsteps. White
power had pushed one more dread out of sight: a new foot-hold
had been gailned, but Africa had demanded and obtained her toll,
Will her great spirit, which pends before the white invasion,
ever be broken to ita yoke, and her evil powers be chained in
their dark trastnesses? Or is Africa to remain for ever the lure
of the brave - tvheir doom, written before they were born - the
great unfathomable grave which men jJostle one another to enter,
into which they willingly cast their souls as well as their
bodies? Who can answer these questions? Who can say aught else
vhan that the blood of white men is a perpetual sacriflce upon

her Altar, while she remains unappeasable and inscrutable,
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