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GINSBURG: was the life-
Tong: friend of Mr. Gladstone and

one of the greatest of oriental scholars.
His greéatest work is “The Massorah,”
and theteby hangs a tale. “You cannot
imagine,” he said on one occasion, “how
I was chafféd by my friends when first
I began o0; work at. the Massorah. I
remember one occasion when two very
eminent men of letters’ said to me,
‘Now, Ginsburg, why waste your time
on Brbhcal research? Why mot take up:
the Greek and Latin ‘instead of the
Hebrew classics? - I said to them, ‘Let:
us make a bargain,  If you will show
me & single passage in the Greek or
Roman clagsics, or, indeed, in any orien-
tal “classics whatever, which can beat
the twenty-third or the one hundred
and ninth Psalm, I promise you to l&ive
the Bible. alone, and turn:to Sophocles
‘and Aeschylus® This was agreed, and
they were honest enough to* confess, af-
ter a’ while, that they had not found
such & passage. Since then they have
chaffed .no more, and I went on with
my Massg)r h,”
Many peo _y not know what “The
Massoﬂt ? 18, 'says’ the: Westminater
Gazette (Lonﬂon) It is "a marginal
directory, indieating on almost- every
line in the margin of the MS. Bibles
how the letters, words, forms - gud,
phrases areé to be written, accor(hng fo'
the most ancient rules laid down ity
those who coinpiled, preserved, and trans-
mitted the canon of the Old:Testament:
Scriptures. ' This invaluable key to the
‘text- of the Old Testament is called
\Massorah (tradition) because it was
traditionally handed down by the au-
thorized and “professional scribes, who
afterwards committed it to writing. It
wag necesgary, in order to be quite cer-;
tain ﬁmt the text was correct, Dr. Gins-
burg’ uxﬁl on ope occasion, that the words
. and . the' very letters of the Old Testa-
.ment should be éounted. “You can




iimagine- what a piece of work it would:
be. However, it had to.be done, and’ I
_meant to do it. A Hébrew Bible was
prepared with a system of - lines to
facilitate the counting. . . . Then
there was an suction of old books at
Sotheby’s. *I... went from cun&xt;;
thinking that perhaps I might by chanee:

"pick up somethmg mtereqtm& A Hel
Bible was among the ! I o1
anxious to get i, but u
were Ynade for it, I got
do ‘you think I found? +Thé
1 hsd ‘pommenced doing, for there be ore
me was & MS. Hebrew Bible, beautifully
clear, and with every letter counted and
tabulated. » i




